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LUTHERAN FAMILY REDISTRICTING: DRAWING THE POWER LINES
TR e By Karl Chauife He risked his polittcal career tor the
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LECS claims an 80-839% SuCCess (318, epyal-population wards  One or maore 570835 of 1953 't‘demiv
Leroy Zimmerman of LFCS addiess- ajdermen can. spansor the subcommit- ihree ph‘”“‘ ﬂphx s af redistricung
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Nas operated «n FFSE for tour years D,-fm,m,; ran present a redisiriciing “Racial Balance® ihe Expansionisits

and has assistea 13 families. O0gin- prgposal 1o the Board of Aldermen The [8V0r  expanding  northside wards
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ala‘m*ng ph:L_J; Fm'p‘gea r?l ia Srhonl Honio mamber Baila S a6 q_tL_Lu z}’.ouu sﬁ'{udemf / & expect
tend trom base o top tn many of the Atbssod Biack iniias May meertin 12 close sbout 24 schools Because
pairs of large reinforced concrete col- £ HERe 3 Sy Missling 78% of 1the =ztudent cpulation is
: 5 = = she-waspart otsthedds o otds s ticker -~ - = *"= = % bopU s i
ety hat 5 e ke roany . 0 3 3 = g ; weil ocreik
ymns that support the g ay N4 ihe las: electioh Black. it will neot be pu_\..l-_fe tc a
jome columns the concrete has spal- P P : = have 50-50% racial balance. ® Smith
TeA e e s = L Smith said her appearance at the '° oy
ted o EXPOSing rusting reinforcing meeting (5 pari of her commitment 1o Steted. She focks to Magnet schools
rods. The underside of the roadbed is QSEHNG 15 pa Eoom =0t 9 46 assist in th o B3l b
re (51de ot 1 1 meel pecple and discover the r,hanges 4 |55185t 1n e racias glance. Yt
i worse condition Chunks of = - Ee = conceded there will be all black

. nesded In the school system. |1 : :
cantinued an page S also part 21 ihe aEmard S’\Iman & mak.:a schools until majar changes gcour in

‘ housing. "To &ring pesple back to
S S T each school boara member responsiole 10U 1R Ta tr‘;‘l:g HEgpiE H8e
ADAM SCHOOL REPRIEVE for a secuon of the city. Smith stated bz ity oo S;”e“l‘ 2he xon}m-
According te Charles Burgess of St *Thus way local residents will have d83. “we must offer 3 good guality
Louis City Public Schools, Adams sameone they know and (rust weih Sducation < : ; =
School will be kepr open until 1995, (neir problems and cancerns.*  She ST Buptessed sympathy fof

Burgess stated, "Because of delays in conunued, *Now thal we have a capa- ia_?ch'?” a:c{ Sda“j h["\ j’"”‘ "’}'J”‘ f.ﬁTfh"j
capital improvements at oather cily ble team on 1he school board, we wil :2'ution regarding fow salary. °The
orevious Board was irresponsible a3t

schools, we need the space Adams work to upgrade educauon.*

School will be kept open unul at least in respanse 10 guestions, 5mith
1885, probably 1986 This does not stated that the Board is sull searching
represent a decision to keep the fgor a Schaool Superintendent.  “We are
school open permanently. As It uving to tfind the most qualtiied indi-
stands now, Adams s still on the list wigual * she assured the audiznce.

of schools to be eliminated. ® Some schools will be closed. There

how they handted them *

Smith stated that it will be hest
for the Schoo! system to *get out
from under the court order® so the
systermn can begin to establish its cwn
priarities.



REDISTRICTING

of north St. Louis. They claim this
would radically alter city politics.
The *Protectionist® approach

favors protecting current ward boun-
daries by moving a8 northside ward 1o
the southside. Proponents argue that

because north St. Louis lost popula-
tion, it should fose an aldermanic
seat. They note that northside wards
need about 14,000 residents, about

the population of a ward. In contrast
southside wards hawve an excess of
about 14,000 residents. Etimination
of a3 northside ward would allow redis-
tricting of the northside to be kept
Louis. Adding
Louis would allow
southside 1o be
kept within that
area.

mostiy within north 3St.
a ward to south St.
redistricting of

the

The city's
population is al-
most 50% Afro-
American, yel
biacks are under-
represented o3l
the Board of Al-
o\ dermen. Elimin-
\ating a northside
,wdrd represent-
g/ned by a black

jaldermian would
further reduce
black represzenta-

A possible

1O .
selution is 10
mowve either the
ind. 6th, or 7th
Wisrd 1o south
81, Lotis, Each
has a large black
pupmdnun but
iz represented by

a white alder-
{35 OWER OF '“’"""“‘ﬂ_ e
i~} UNDER 14.187 PemGeLEY
LR some black al-
dermen have demanded that fedia[flb’n‘
ing reflect the racial batance within
he city., Theyw want half of the wards

to cantain sufficiently {arge black pop-
ylations that black candidates could
win aldermanic elections in khQ-JL
ards. They threaten a court challen-
(& against any plan not reflecting 1.
Quis 'z neaily DO/50 jacial balance.

MPFLICATIONS FOR 17TH WARD

Ward boundary change is 3
fireat 1o Joe P Roddy's  eroding
sower base. Ten years ago. as CThair
nan of the Democratic City Central
cemmitiee, Roddy was a major force
noocity politics. Today, whal powegl
Yoddy retains is restricted 1o the 1 7th
Wiard.

foddy has oniy
in the Ward. the eldeily.
i senior citizen homes in
End and Plaza Towers, and whal une
biack poflitician termed "poor biack
farnilies with a piantation attitude to-
ward Bosis Roddy ™  The loss of one
senior  citizen hume in redisiriciing
\.culd break Roddy's weaskening hold
o 17th Ward poiitica.

Under the Expansionist Plan the
17th Ward could lose everything noirih
of Highway 40 and expand southward
into the Shaw Neighborhood. This
would eiminate all the senior citizen
homes upon which Roddy depends for
votes and the wealithy Central West
End from which he obtains coniribu-
Hons.

Any 17th

WO Constituencies
concentiated
the Waeast

A southward expansion of the
ward i5 likely to be opposed by Shaw
residents and FRoddy. Residents re-
member when the 17th Ward extended
into Shaw during the 1870s. Qne re-
sident described Roddy as "opposed 1o
any improvement that might cost him
votes.” Roddy knows the politically

continued trom page 1
active Shaw residents will not sup-
port his candidates and will oppose his
domination of ward politics.

Because ot Roddy's reputation, it
may be ditticult 1o tind any neighbor-
hood willing 1o be included in the 17th
Ward. Residents west of Kingshigh-
way have also expressed opposition to
being placed in Roddy's “Ward. An
eastward expansion across Grand Ave
might initially help Roddy retain
power. but it swould make the ward
dominately black and likely to be 1tar-
geted tar expanding black representa-
tion.

tn contrast to the Expansionist
Plan. the Protectionist Plan would heip
1o preserve the 17th Ward's current
boundaries and Roddy's power. 1t is

unliteely that Roddy or his son. the
alderman. will openlv endorse any plan
that would wvisibly reduce black repre-
sentation in the :5 1y Such an endor-
sement would jecpardize Roddy's black
SURPort Mcs: likaly, Rpddy and his
son will speak publicly as little as

possible about redistricting.
IMPLICATIONS FOR FPSE

FPSE's interests
retaining the 17th
wWard's current boundaries. ‘Ward ex-
pansiocn inte middle class neighbor
hoods neot oantratied by Roddy weould
require him 1o work to cbtain their
suppaort. Capital improvement funds
and services could Be concentrated in

In the shaort-term.
may ke served by

thesz newly added neighborhoods.
Other areas in the ward., tncluding
FRSE, could starve for funding. 1991

Alderman foddy
substantial city

was the ftirst year
promised 1o dedicate
tunds to FPSE it majeor boundary
changes oocur, these could be the iast
tunds for the near tuture

In Iuh iong-term. FPSE’'s interests
may be served by 1he disrupticn of

—1

Rcddv—dum ‘ated ward pelitics. Hndnr
the present ward contiguration, Roddy
is confident he can have his son re-
elected. There 13 little pressure or
Roddy 1o work 1o improve the weard
Fadically alzf‘-red boundartes. would
”harg'\ this situaton mrrn astute

puhum would begin to heold 12th
‘;‘ ard politicians accountakle for their
».-{\4’73.

= Bene HELp UP
AT GUNPOINT
ON MAY J0TH
WAS PRETTY

(11 _WARP ~ M TEFFERIES 199/

<o YEAH, BUT T'tL BET MoT NEARLY- AS
SCARY  For FIM A5 REDISTRICTING. .

REHAB AWARDS

rehabbed buildings in
received awards from the city's
and Urban Design Commis-
part of Preservations Week
activities. Awards for neighborhoed
residential rehabilitation went to the
FPSE Neighborheood Housing Corp. feor
their redevelopment of the -family
at 1084-1092 South Tayler and 1o
Randy and Mary Bueckendori for their
rehabkilitation of {(Graceiand) 4520
Arco &ve. These projects were among
17 honoured at City Hall. page two |

Two
FPSE
Heritage
sion  as

recently

1981 REDISTRICTING
A LOOK BACK

By Karl Chavife
In October 1981 {ocal newspapers re-
ported redistricting proposals that
moved the 25th Ward from the Wes:
End to south St. Louis and placec
much of downtown St. Louis into the
7th Wward. The architect of the plan
was 7th Ward Committeeman Sorkis
Webbe

Mavyor Vince Schoemeh! immedi-
ately stated he would veto the pian
because it divided the West Enc
among several wards, He considered
MWebbe a political rival and a threat to
future downtown development.

With Schoemeh!'s encouragement
residents ot the 25th Ward formed
the Committee for Fair Ward Repre-
sentation {CFWRYI.  They prepared an
alternate redistricting plan and initia-
ted a petition drive to force the Board
ot Aldermen to adopt their proposal or
hold 2 city-wide referendum .

Twenty Aldermen co-sponsored
Webbe's redistricting pian, the exact
number needed to over-ride a mavora
veto. Schoemeh! disrupted the press
conference announcing the redistrice-
ing plan by stating there swere ryumors
of a recall attempt against him.

Scheemehl began a drive to re-
duce the number of wards from 28 to
14 He stated that fewer, but larger
wards would force aldermen to con-
sider broader interests. Aldermanic
President Zysch responded by re-
questing Democratic City Central
Committee Chairman Joe P. Roddy to
hoid 2 special meeting of party lead-
ers to discuss removing Schoemeh! as
the head of the city's Democratic
Party Roddy. a Schoemehl support-
er, retused.

Adrtempts at compromise failed
The Board passed the redistricting
ptan 23 to 2] The CFWR collected
more man 22,000 signatures
In late Movember. Schoemehl
abandoned the drive to reduce the
number of \nrd& The CEWR persent-
ed their petitions to the Board of
Aldermen, hmnb; forcing the alder-
men to either accept CFWR's plan. or
hold a city-wide referendum.

At the regular City Central Demo-
cratic Commitiee meeting in Decem-
ber. the CCDC woted to oppose a gity-
wiide referendum on  redistricting.
FEoddy was criticized for refusing to
hotld a special meeting and accused of
ractal and sexuyal discrimination
Members called for an investigation of
Roddy's oftice

Schoemehi

vetoed Webbe's redis-

tricting plan The aldermen aover-
rode the mavyoral veto frritated al-
dermen suggested eliminating some
mavyoral patronage positions, including

thosze held by Roddy's relatives.
In mid-February, the Board of Al-

dermen, Schoemeh! and the CFWR
reached a ,ompromwn The 25th
Ward moved to south St. Louis, but

additional parts of the CWE were put

into the 28th Ward. More of down-
town remained in the 6th Ward., The
CFWR withdrew its petition, elimina-

ting the need tor the special election
on redistricting.

Concerned Citizens of Forest Park Coutheast.
3 non-profit. non-political group worlring el
improve FPSE. publishes NE' & VIE'WES bi-
monthiv. Founded in June. 1988. Maw h ge-
fivered 21 no cost to approximatei» | 70Q
homes and numernus city officiais. MN8W pro-
vides free distribution of filers for non-protit
organizalions and campaign literature for
candidates. This is not to be g¢onstrued as
an endorsement. Contributions by FPSE resi-
dents and others pav for printing.

Direct Inquiries 1o editors K. Chauffe. A,
Sandall and M. Jefferies at FPEE NE'WC &
SIE'S. 4420 Arco Awe.. S5t. Lovis. Mo.
631190, Deadiine for the next issue s
August 16, 1991,




FPSE HOUSING CORP NEWS

By HKarl Chauffe
May: Thirty 3omething, Display
House & Tavlor 12.-Family

Darreil James plans to reopen AFFIRM-
ATION Night Club at 1247 S Vande-
venier as THIRTY-SOMETHING Plan-
ned for mainiy an over 30s profession-

al crowd. the club will operate Tues-
day through Saturdav Extensive
remodetling 15 planned for the interior
Durnell inc was chosen as the
daveioper for 1he Lisplav House Fro-
iect The subcommitiee reporied that
Durneil’s designs would appeal 1o

many perspective buvers Durnell pro-

poses a two bedreom. 2 1/2 bathroom
townhouse Housing Corp Ewxecuuve
Director Kate Roth srated thar  ai-

though Durnell’'s projecred costs were
ahout $1800 higher. he oifered betier
amenities including ceramic tile in
kitchen and bath, hardwocd on the
first floor. custom-butit staircase.
wood windows. a deck on each floor
and a concrete parking pad in the
rear Mike Curran. a nominee for a
Board adwvisory position. suggested
*toning down® the proiect so Durnell
would be certatn to make a profit
Curran  warned. “iIf he {Durnelh
doesn’'t make a profit. vou are going
to lose him He will not want to do
additional proiects here *

There are currentliy B tenants in
the Tavicor Awve 12-familyv. A sewenth
tenant was asked to leave after an in-
crease in wisitors prompted complaints
from the other tenants Two tenants
are expected to mowve in by June 1

Dwavyne Hester has agreed 1o sev-
eral conditions 50 as to obtain appro-
val for a six-month zoning wvariation
tor a toedshop at Newstead and
Gibson avenues. Prohibited from the
location are aicohol. loitering. liter.
arcade games and storage in the rear
yard Store hours will be between &
AM and 10 PM

Roth reminded board members that
their organtzations must elect repre-
sentatives to the Housing Corp Board
of Directors before the Corp’'s June
meeting

The Board decided to postpone
the annual summer fund raiser picnic
Roth complained that ico littie money
is raised for the time and effort re-
quired. A fall event will be discussed
at a later meeting

ABBOTT SAYS NO
TO ADAMS GROVE
By ¥arl M4 Chautffe
Abbott. Ambulance Service is
for a new headguarters because their
current location will become a light
rail train station One of the proper-
perties considered by Abbotrt was the
4400 block of Hunt Ave in Adams
Grove,

At Btock Unit 5's May meeting.
Alderman Roddy expressed consider-
able irritation when asked abour
Abbott’'s plans. He stated, *This 15
not something that | have spoken
about in public i don't like it when
these rumors get odt and build up
hopes and then nothing comes of
them According to a Hunt Awe
property  owner, informavon  about
Abbott's interest in the property was
leaked by the alderman’'s father, Joe
P Roddy

Abbott spokesperson Terrance
Dougherty told N&Y there was never
great enthusiasm for the Hunt focation
hecause of limited access He stated,
"tt was never a high priority locarion *
Alderman Roddy has reportedly stated
that some of the land wasg contamin-
ated.

oking

June: Lutheran Services, Gee
Stevard, Elections & Variance

Representatives of the Lutheran Famiuly

and Children Services explained theuw
program [See Lutheran Famtty Services
on page 1.

Gee Steward ot
explained that GAF
FPSE dispiay house at 1091-93 Tavtar
will be delayed 1or aboutl 90 days.
The Board was presenied with three
cholces: 1. wWart unud funds are ap-
proved betore beginning e project,
put ilose the 1991 building season, Z
iJse ConSery funds, but risk not bemng
able 1o recover 1he funds {rom GAP
maoney when availlable, or 3. Borrow
additional money from the bank. The
Board voled 10 use Coniery tunaing

The Housing Carp did not oppos#
the apphicanion tor a liquer license by
Darrell James ftor 1247 Vandewsanter
for his new bar., THIRTY SOMETHING,
James has agreed 10 patral tar huer,
prevent {ottering, engage a protession-
al secuftty guard tor all evenings of
operation and not sell package liguaor

The Board unanimaously siecied
Allan Lavin reasurar, Helen Sheets
secretary, and Cate Dolan president
m the only contested positton, Dan
Corbin easily deteated Tom Goshen tor
wice-president. Bryan voung was re-
etected at-large member Mike Curran
Wwas elected 10 & non-voung. adwvisaory
Board postuon.

The Board will
Housing Conservaton opposing Mew
tife Evangelist Center's reguest for 3
vartance 1o allow tive people 16 reside

Qperauon Impact
Hunding tor o ihe

send .ateuter 19

in & three room apartment at 4339
Gibson Ave The small spartment is
oned tor only three people Housing
Corp  Executive Director Kate Roth
stated that New BHoyle Associauon
Frestdent lda Ftelds also ocpposed the
vartance.

LUTHERANS
trom page 1

are guests of LFCS. they can be ewvic-
ted easity. uniike renters
Families stay 1n the transitions!

houses for B8 months, and then are zid-
ed in finding parmanent hausing LFCS
aglttempts 1o focste landlords who it
drrept less rent 1o gel good itenants
Lfter finding 3 permanent home. LFCS
provides a vear of foliow-up services
Maost families who nhave gone through
LFCS's program in FPSE have chosen
10 locate elsewhere

LFCS's buiidings on Bovie wiil be
rehabbed 1o the siandards set by the
Samuat McRee Redevelopment Caorp
Lutheran congregation wolunteers do
much of the waork.  Zinmmerman statad,
*We are zttempting 1o renovate these
buildings so they could be sold 3s sin-
gle family residences at a future daie
1 we no longer need them *

Zimmerman asked tor Housing Corp

assistance in dealting with FPSE resi-
dent and fandlord Rick Jacobs. lacobs
owns  the wacant building at 13072
E!ogeie Ave. it sits between the two
LFCS buitdings

Acrcording to LFCS5. when they ini-
tiglly approached Jascobs 1o buy his
building., he wanted 36 000 Now that
work has begun on the two adjacen?
LFCS buildings. they claim facobs has
raised his price to 316 000 M ey

Boyle representative Tom Goshen sug-
gested that the Housing Corp put pres-
sure on Jacobs

lacabs could not be reached tor
commeant According 1o Housing Corp
Director Kate Roth. facob has ewxpres-
sed his intention to renovate 1307

Boyle page three

BLOCK UNIT NEWS

gy Kari b, Chaufle
15ee also Aderman Roddy FReporis
{page 5] & Smith Speaks [page 1]}

RANKEN EAST AaSSOClATION

May: Dumping, Bnghiside &

Elections

fesidents tncreas
e L‘I’[ p,nq n ang on
grcant c_J.orr\' Cargle
i 2nCcouraged e recordg
t ] o1 wet ng ithe
dumping angd (r-p./r{ o ne
pohics
Cognezed
! d execution
Gfoaahie avurgl, k- procyaring
aocnations of pd!ﬂ and Joe Kurzman-
fandscaping tor their wofk oh 1the
Brightside project
By acclamation, the block unti

2lected Dan Corbin president, D o
wice-president ana Gwenasltyn
secrelary-ireasorar Lontu-

ston during the FF5E Housing Corp

representative alectian resutied
wehen mare voltes were "351 than

there were gqualitied vole v 3

later hand vote, A!v:lsa H.‘nu,' W3S

elected representatve Fallure 1o

follow parliamentary procedaure tan-

ted the outcome ot that elecuon

Lisao, Haley was n2t a3 member of

the arganization when elecied

doint Meeung of GIBSON HEIGHTS
NEIGHBORS (BU 51 ang GIBSUN
HEIGHTS NEIGHABORHOUD (BUA)

April Scherer & Nominating
Commitiee

FFS5E Housing Corp Direcior Wale

Roth announced mnat Operation

SateStreet has offered 1o landscap=

a neitghborhooda LRA fot as an adadi-
tvonal prize for winning Nauanal
Night Ourt

BUS President Atlen Levin thank-
ed Jerry Scherer {or his long service
g 1the neighborhood and especiaily
g5 . Scherer was BUS Housing
Carp repréesentauve, but  will b=
moving trom FPSE. Both block umis

estaplished nominaung commiliiees
for Housing Corp representatives
Faor BUS the commitiee consisted of
Larry Ritier, Mark ‘Weber, derry
Scherer and lJoe P Roddy and for
86 Paula Lemerman. Karl Chautte,

Chester Perine and Helena Perine

Following a brief presentauion by
Dwayne Hester, Block lnit 6 voted
1 support his plan 10 operate 3
toodshop at the carner of Newstead
and Gibson aves

GIBSON HEIGHTS
(BLOCK UNIT 5}

May

NEIGHBORS

Election & Restaurant

Allen Levin was unanimousiy elected
representative to the FPSE Housing
Corp tevin announced he would
resign as co-president of the biock
unit Mark WWeber, Sue Lauritsen.
Nancyvy Denner. Joe P Roddy and
tohn  Merrick were appointed 1w
serve on the nominating committee
for co-president.

The block unit purchased 10
tickets (940 00] 1o the senior Citi-
zen mostacciol dinner and to donaie
375 09 1o the Metro Ministry pre-
schooi barbecus

Kate Roth announced that a Mr
Ly has apptied for a conditional use
permit 1o open a carry-out Chinese
restaurant at Kingshighway and Arco
avenues cantinued on page §




LEGAL ADVISOR
AUTO INSURANCE

REQUIREMENTS & CONSEQUENCES

By Gaviard Williams
You hawve just purchased a car, but
befare vou begin driving, don't forget

your automobile fliability insurance.
The insuranle compensates people for
property and personai fosses, suffered
in autoemobile accidents. When an un-
insured driver s involved in an acci-
dent we all pay

Since 1887, all motor vehicte vwn-

ers registered in Miszouri must main-
tain liability insurar of deposit cash
of securities in the amount of 360,000
wiih the state (reasurer, (o uperate of
ailow somecne else 1o operate the
vehicte., The law further reguires the
operator to carry a financial responsi-
brbitywlinsurance card in the wvehicle at

all times arnd 1o produce it on demand
of a police {peace) officer.

Failure to hawve insurance
sult in suspension of the wvehicle's
registration and the driver's license of
ihe owner andfor operator.  Failure 1
surrender your  license  oi wehicle
registration dlicense plates) within 15
days of the suspension., may result in
a fine of $25.C0 per month, up to a
totg! of 3300.00. Driving with & sus-
pended license is illegsl. {f & drivers
must drive during the suspension per-
iod because of work or school, hg can
apply to the Circuit Court for a limited
hardship licensze. For this a person
should consult an attorney.

The suspension becomes effective
20 days after recsiving notice from
the Director of Revenue. The suspen-
sion for a first offense is5 60 davs.
For a second offense it is one year.
Additional wviolations result in a two
year suspension

To have their ficense and vehicle
registration reinststed alfter the period
of suspension, the person will have 1o

pay a feinstatement fee and prowvide
proof of financial responsibitity.  This
is usualiy accomplished by getting an
SR-22 from an insurance carrier.  Pe-
instatement fees are 3200 for a first
suspension, 3400 for a second 5us-
pension and 3BOO0 for three or more

suspensions.

HYDRANT SAFETY
CALL 771-4880

By M tefferies

't i3 tilegal, dangerous and costly 1o
ocpen a fire ‘hydrant. Each year more
than §786.000 i3 added to our water
hilts because of illegalliy-cpened hy-
drantsg That is about $2 00 tor each
city resident The cost includes the

ireatment and pumping of water to the
hydrant, treatment of the water atter
it Hows through the sewer and repair
to damaged hydrants. streets, side-
watks and private property.

Children playing in the water can
be injured. Small children may be
knocked down by the oressure and run
over by drivers who can not see them
in the water. Flooded streets cause
automobile . accidents.  The |loss. of
water pressure may inhibit tighting
fires and cause contamination of city
drinking water.

It is in everyone's
open hydrants.

interest to re-
ort Call 771-4880.
Open hydrants are a Water Division
roblem, not 3 police problem . Calling
11 will not get the water turned off.

Parks and Recreation Department
has available A-frame buildings equip-
ped with sprinkliers. These buildings
provide a sate place tor children to
cool off on hot summer days. They are
safer and use l!ess swater than open
hydrants For more information on the
A-ftrames call B25-0400

0
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SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAMS

By Richard Sandall
Pre.school

Gibson Heights Presbyterian Church
offers a Summer Program for children
ages three to five. The program will
operate five days a week trom 9:00
AM to 1:45 PM trom June 24 through
August 2. Breakfast and tunch will be

provided. Music, exercises. story tet}-
tng, teach and learn sessions. arts and
crafts. show and tell periods and in-
structions on keeping work space tidy
are parts ot the planned program. En-
roflment is limited Cost for the six-
week program is 3% .00 For more in-
formaticn call Debbie Lane, 5835-1411
Grade 8choel

Join Meiro Ministiv's Adventures for

Time Travelers. The program is design-
ed for children who have completed
grades 4 through 6 They will spend
8.30 AWM (o0 12:30 PM Monday through
Thursday from July 8 through July 26
exploring St. Louis's past, having field
trips and making handicrafts. Parents
can register their chijid at Metro 1040
S. Tavlor between 32 .30 and 4 30 PM
Monday through Thursday. Fee is
$5.00. Call Vince Marino for more
infermation at 534-31010.

Teenagers

Gibson Heights Presbyterian Church is
starting a year-round youth program.
This surmer. the praogram wili inciude
a camping trip in the third week of
Juliy. For more information cail Kim
Jayne a1 531-1009

G. H. PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH NEWS

By R. Sandali
Gibson Heights Prestyierian Church
thanks evervone whao supported its
Spaghetti Dinner on April 13 {1 was a
tremendous  success and has greatly
bolstered the Church’'s budger. Tweo
additional fund raisers are pianned this
vear On  Saturday fulv 37 the
church walt hold 115 annual lce Cream
Sociat On October 172 it will host
another Spaghetti Dinner Remember
1o mark vour calendarsti

Thanks 1o a donation from 1he
Preshviery of Giddings-Lovejoy and 1he

South Side Prestvterian Churrches
bnited, we shall offer summer pro-
grams for pre-scheotl and school age
children For more infarmation see
SUMMER YOUTH PROGRAMS above.
Saturday. June 29. is the fast
Senior Citizen Social for this season.

Continutng popularity of these socials
has encouraged us 1o expand the pro-

gram to every Saturday beginning in
Seplember All FPSE senior citizens
are invited 1o atiend They begin at

noon in the Fellowship Hall on Arco

Because of the influx of tamilies at
the church. we shall institute a Youth
Sunday School Program in September

Frem Jduty through August, Gibson
Heights Church returns to i1s summer
schedule waorship Services begin at
10:00 &AM No sducational classes are
held in summer Evervone is invited to
come and grow with the church

FPSE TO GET PARK AT
Operation Safe5treet has awarded
FPSE a "pocket park® as an additional

prize for winning 1991 National Night
Gut. The LRA lot on the northwest
cermor of Gibson and Newstead wiil be
cleared and landscaped. & lighted
walkway will extend diagonally across
the park Mo seating is planned.

page four

ON OUR OWN

By M. Jefferies

UNDER THE TABLE. Sometimes the
most interesting motions at our own
FPSE HOUGING CORP. meetings are
not the metions on the tabie, but

these below it. In addition toc passing
notes. there can be physical attacks.
For example. during the May meeting
one director repeatedly kicked another
during a discussion on the planned
display house. Does the Board award
purpie hearts for injuries received
during Beard meetings?

RUBERT'S RULES. Adrer
formed that several of his proposals
were illegal becauses they viclated
Robert's Rules Ot Order, one of our
own fecentiy instailed block  unit
officials asked in drritation. *Who is
this Mr. Robert, dees he live in the
neighborhood and why dees he get i¢
make all of the rules?”

being in-

SHE'S ALIVE! Follicwing the pilace-

ment of the sign dedicating the gar-
den at Chouteauy and Tower Grove
avenues 1o our own DA FIELDS,

Fresident of the New Boyle Neighbor-
hood Improvement Association, N&V
received several ingquires as

to when
Mrs Fields had died. ‘'We are pleased

to report that Mrs Fields is stll with
us

EXFERIENCE, THE BEST TEACHER.
Sur  own ALDERMAN RODDY was

mugged at gun point on May 10th in

front of his home 31 4529 Gibson
Ave. FRoddy was uninjured, but his
wallet was stoien. Perhaps now
Roddy will take more seriousiy FPSE
residents complaints about sifreet
crime.

AND HE KEEPS TALKING AND TALK-

ING AND... Apparentiv the mouth of
our own Block Unit 6 President OWEN
QECRGE EATON must operate on
EMERGIZER batieries A1 the May
meeting., Exten *preached™ f{or over
50 minutes. His sermonettas lasted
30 long there was no time for new
business. old business, the alderman-

ic report or a complete reading of the
minutes. Can a gag order be issued
far a president?

REHAB V§ NEW CONSTRUCTION. Our
own HABITAT FOR HUMANITY contin-
ues to claim there are nco buildings in
FPSE that volunieers can rehab. et
Lutheran Family and Children Services
found two on Boyle and their voiun-
teers have begun rencvaling them. |
guess Lutherans are betier carpenters
or maybe they just keep their evyes
open when they look for buildings.

MAN ON THE RUN. Members of Block
Unit 5 were encouraged in their Bright
side work by our own ALDERMAN
RODDY. As Boddy went by a group
o1 hard-working residents he reported-
ly sitated, "You are deing a reaily
gooed job. Keep up the good work.
Sorry | can't help. | have 1o get my
jegging in.” One neighborhood wit has
quipped. ™Just like a Roddy They
make a big show at running. but then
don't do a damn thing to heip the
neighborhood.”

GIBSON & NEWSTEAD

Completion of the park will be
early August.

Past Block Unit 6 President Jane
Sykes organized the winning block
party. i1t celebrated rhe 100th anni-
versary of ithe Gibson Heights Sub-
division. Owver 250 people attended,
including Mayor Schoemeh!.

in



ALDERMAN RODDY
REPORTS

By K. Chauffe
Over 100 people atiended the recent
Job Fair. This represents a dectine in
participation since the fairs began in
1689 Owver 500 people atiended the
¥Youth Fair sponsored by the SouthSide
Youth Coalition

The-city is facing another financial
crisis. For the last ten years the bud-
get has remained at about $300,000,
000 The current recession has re-
sulted in a decrease in revenues of
about $10.000,000 Increased culs in
city services will result. Residents
should expect siower response time
and possibly decreased police protec-
tion, if the projected 3 1o 4 million
dotlars is cut from the police budget.

The State ot the Ward meeting

was a success despite several guest
speakers not attending. The main al-
dermanic goals ftor this vear will be
Manchester Ave.. abandoned build-
ings. employment, education and
technology.

PET CORNER

HEARTWORMS
B8y . Bowie

Wwhen a3 mosquite carrying the
heartworm larvae bites a dog. larvae
anter the dog's skin. There they live
ter the next 80 1o 1Q0 days. When
they are about 3 inches long. the

immature worms burrow into 3 bleood
vessel and migrate 1o the dog's heart.

They settle in the right side of the
heart or adjeining bloocd wessels.
wWithin % months the worms reach
adulthood. Famales grow as large as

14 inches; males about 7.

Adult worms reproduce larvae,
called microtitariae. These travel
freety in the blocod stream and are in-
lested with the dog's blood when the
dog is bitten by 3 mosquito. The
tarvae develop in the mosquito and are
passed on when the mosquito bites
again.

Heartwoarms do most
damage in the adult stage.
white weorms can clog the heart's
chambers and major bilocd wvessels.
They can alse migrate 12 the lungs
Much damage can occur belore sym-
ptoms appear. The disease is usually
advanced bafnre visible symptoms
aven appear coughing. labored
breathing. weakness and tiring.
Severe intections commeaonly result in
heart tailure and death.

The presence of hearmworms €an
be detected by a3 simple blocd test and
treated in its early stage The muore
severe the intection. the greater the
danger the treatment is 1o the decg.

Pravention is the most effeciive
and practicle means ot controlling
hearvwworms. A daily dosage ot a new
drug during the mosguitoc season pre-
vents the worms from reaching the
adult stage. Additionally. the drug
alse controlis hookworms and round-
WOTMS . The drug is only available
through a veterinarian and must be
given under his directions. !t cannot
be used on dogs with established
heartworm intections untl they are
cured.

REeports of heartworm infections in
other animals. including man. are
known. but rare. 1t is only commeon to
dogs and is nota threat to humans.

QUOTE OF THE MONTH

"In this world, things are complicated
and are decided by many factors. We
should look at problems from different
aspects, not just one”

of their
The long

Mao Tse-Tung

FOREST PARK

For as long as | can remember. | have
had a fove atiair with Forest Park., As
a child, | tearned to ride a bike and fiy
a kite in the park. 1| hiked, fished and
had picnics in the park. | rode Miss
Jim, the famous 200 elephant. boughit
with pennies trom school children. |
rode 1the electric boats in the lagoon,
attended summer musicals at the Muny
Opera and Christmas concerts at the
Art Museum. Later, when | had a
family of my own. we spent part of
every summer wvacation day in the
park.

Several years ago. the Junior
League of St. Louis published the book
*Forest Park™. Knowing our interest
and love for the park, one of my sons
gave my husband a copy cf the book
for Christrnas. | thought | knew every-
thing about the park. | was wrong.

if the park had been built
where originally planned, our
neighborhood would not exist.

The idea tor a city park was first
suggested in 1864, but plans were
postponed because of the Civil “War.
Supporters again proposed the park in
1870. They noted that other major
cities had large parks. Park cpponents
declared it was too far from the city's
center and weould only benefit those
who had land nearby or the wealthy
who had a carriage 1o travel the four
miles trom the city.

Originally the park was to have
been farther to the .east and covered
3.000 acres. |t would have extended
from Grand Avenue. a1t that time the
city limits, westward to Kingshighway.
Had this plan been implemented. our
neighberhcod would never have been
built. Gradually the park area was
reduced 1o 1,370 acres and moved
farther west 10 its present location.

In 1872 the 5t. Louis County Rail-

OVERPASS rrom Pace 1

concrete have fallen away and the re-
intorcing rods dangle {ree. providing
no suppart for the readbed.

According to Joseph Kuss of the
Broard ot Public Service. city engineers
check all bridges and overpasses for
safety ang suucwural integrity every
o years. Atfter the last inspection.
the allowable toad limit tor the Chou-

teau Overpas_s was reduced. lis de-
cayed conditien makes it unsafe tor
exiremely heavy vehicles . Kuss s13t-

ed. *The overpass definitely has to be
replaced. but not until the Kingshigh-
way Viadurct is finished. We are cur-
rently working with a consulting tirm
on plans for 2 new structure, but the
existing overpass will not be replaced
for some time. at feast not untit 1994
We need 1o acquire easements and
make arrangements with the railroads.
Funding for the new overpass will
be from Federal Aid to Urban Roads.

THE GARDEN APOTHECARY

By A. Powellsl

Strawberries not only taste good, they
are good ftor you. They contain ellagi-
tannin. Your body converts this to
ellagic acid, a substance that prevents
cancer in laboratory animals. Ellagic
acid binds to carcinogens, preventing
them from attaching to DNA and caus-
ing damage.

Strawberries can be grown from
seed or by runners. Berry size can be
increased by removing runners as the
plants begin to produce berries.
Strawberries thrive in well lighted and
well drained soil. They are the only
berries which bear their seeds on the
outside of the fruit. poge five|

By Marge Berg

read Company built a narrow gauge

line 1o the park area. Trains ran
every quarier hour and a round tip
Cost twenty cents. This made the

park available to many more pecple.
Later, as many as seven streetcar
lines provided service to Forest Park
and the price was reduced to 5 cents
tor an adult and half-fare for child-
ren. Service ran from %:30 AM 10
midnight. Thousands could now 1ake
their doctors advice, “"Take vyour
children to Forest Park. The tresh air
will do more good than medication.”
Between 1911 and 1815, Dwight

H. Davis was park commissioner. He
believed that people should use the
park. He worked to aturact visitors.

One ot his first acts as commissicner
was to remove all of the "Keep Ofti
The Grass™ signs. He remarked, *H
we can’'t have grass and people in our
parks, let's sacrifice the grass.” He
also promoted organized recreation,
believing that it would promote
healih, build character and teach
children 1o play by the rules. This
was the beginning of the sporits
facilities in the park.

By 1929, the park contained 38
tennis courts, 20 baseball diamonds.
two  scccer fields., two handball
courts, a croquet course, archery
range and two public gulf courses. A1
one time there was a wonderful play-
ground with instructors at the south-
east end of the park near Qakland
and Kingshighway. The park was
safe, clean and, for my family. close
to home.

Forest Park began and survives
because it lills the needs of a variety
of people. The park is a major asset
and many people have cherished
memories of happy times there.

Same of the information in this article is from
the book "Forest Park™ bw C. Laughlin and C.
Anderson.

BLOCK UNIT NEWS rrom pacez

Some residents expressed concern
about litter. Lewvin noted that the res-
taurant’'s previous owners were active
residents of the neighborhood, but Lu
resides in Baldwin and may not be re-
sponsive 10 neighborhood concerns.
Roth requested a letter expressing the
BlOCK Unit's reservations.

Maude Coleman distributed a flier
about future possibilities for Ranken
Health Center and encouraged every-
one 1o attend the Center's June 10
meeting.

GIBSON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOQOQD
ASSOCIATION (BLOCK UNIT 6)
Mavy:

Smith, Shoemaker. Election &

Eaton

Paula 3Smith
school board.
page 1.}

Police Officer Terry Shoemaker
{Third District) feiterated Captain
Page's commitment to work with the
neighborhood. Shoemaker encouraged
residents 1o report any suspicious
activity in the neighborhood.

Cate Dolan was unanimousiy re-
elected Housing Corp. representative.
Chester Perine was appointed vice-
president of the block. unit by the
Executive Board.

President George Eaton thanked all
those who participated in BrighiSide,
spoke about fire hydrants, discussed
problems at the RBanken Health” Center,
and commented on NUMErous 1opics.

Residents complained to Alderman
Roddy abour blocked sewers and
flooding streeis.

spoke about the new
(See Smith Speaks on



By Kim Jayne

Ranken Neighborhood Health Commit-
tee began as 3 joint effort between
the community and St. Louis Univer-
sity’'s School of Mursing. The com-
munity was. to identity health issues
and address them. The school was o
provide support. Untortunatety., SLUJ
has dominated f{rom the beginning.
Most etforts hawve been narrowly fo-
cused on forming the Ranken Neigh-
borhood Health Clinic. Other commun-
ity needs have been largely ignored
There is definitely a need tor health
services., but other community needs
must also be answered

Community participatien on the
Board ot Directors of the RMHC has
always been token. Community repre-
sentatives are discouraged from mak-
ing signiticant contributions at Board

meetings Many have quit in frustra-
tion. Three Board presidents in the
last four vears were intimidated into
resigning or taced so many internal
cbstacles that their efforts were wast-
ed. Students and taculty from the
SLY Mursing Program dominste the

Brard and set the agenda of meetings
Many ©f the pecple currently serving
on the Board were never elected by
the community

Recenty. my job as cemmunity or-
ganizer «was sliminated at BNHC. Con-
flicts arose when the major charity
tunding the Center okjecied 1o certain

community actions crganized in the
name of the RNHC. A groaup of wo-
men ook literally the concept *i1o

empower the people® and decided 12

At the time, Georgia Peters, 45,
had frozen 1o dezth in her home he-
cause Laclede (Gas had disconnected
her seryvice. Frustration and the futii-
ity of deating with public relations
officials from Laclede Gas resulted in
fitfty people gathering at the Laclede
Gas Buitding on Jlanuary 9 in memory
of Georgia Peters We wanted to
pierce the myth that gas service will
not be disconnected during the winter,
if vou are unable 10 pay
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Shortiv thereafter, my position as
community ofrganizer was eliminated. |
believe Laclede Gas. and in particular
Lee Lieberman, pressured the charities
that fund the RNHC 1o reqguire this
action. lronically, these charities hawve
stated, "The emphasis Oon CcOMMUMILY
and client participation 1s whal makes
this program so innovative.”

ENHC is not following it5s By-iaws
Of policies. The Personne! Policies

GUEST EDITORIAL: HOW HEALTHY IS OUR HEALTH COMMITTEE ?

Cf 5ix paid emplovees, only ohe Tull-
lime and one half-time are from the
community. Two positions are held
by people from SLU. (f BNHC was
established ta prowide graduate
placement for the 3SLU Community
Heafth Nursing Program. the cam-
munity should have been told.

Pecent staff and Board actions
viclated the Hesith Commitiee's
directives. For example, in February
the Committee voted not to change
the community organizer's job desx-

cription. @z requested by Laclede
Gas, but only to stipulate that no
one was 1o represent the BNHC in
any  demonsiration. Instead, the

position of community organizer v
eliminated. Minutes of the subse
guent meeting have been alitered
hide this discrepancy.

Current FENHC President Owen
Eaton does not help mitigate Jdiffer-
ences within the commitieg He is
ignorant of Robert's Rules of Qrder,
blatantly chauvinistic snd biased
Unfortunately, some members are
willing to defend his behawviar.

ANHC can either be an arm of
StU’s Schoo! of Nursing or a com-
munity organization. It c3an net be
both. As s community orgasnization,
mare community inpdt and control
are needed. All meetings. including
Board mestings must be open 1o the
public
All people must be treated fairly
and  justiy at meetings Beoard
members must be elected by and re-
flect the diversity of the community
Finalty, alf aspects of the community

£
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A LOOK AT THE LIGHT SIDE OF BRIGHTSIDE 5, « cheuife

BrightSide is over. Previcusiy, its
passing was noted for what was mis-
sing, namely trash and debris from the
alleys and streets. This wvear i1 is
more noteworthy for what it has left
behind. sewversal lots which have been
“besutified” to wvarying degrees. As
part of the BrighiSide activities each
block unit was supposed 1o adopt 3
vacant ot and improve it as part of a
neighborhood contest.

The best project was Ranken
East's garden and mural on Chouteau
Ave. |t received the first place award
in the neighborhood competition. The
garden and lawn alone are impressive,
but the mursl is what makes the great-
est {mpression. I call the mural
“Terrified Teddies Take To The Sky*.

it festures a series of colourful bal-
loons carrying aloft several unhappy-
looking teddy bears. The adjacent

lawn provides 3 place to sit, view the

mural and ponder unanswered gues-
tions. Why did the bears feave in the
balloons and where are they going?

Are the balloons hot air, hydrogen or
helium? Do the bears have focd and
water? VWhere do they go 1o the
bathroom?

The Adams Grove's Suirealistic
Sculpture Landscape on Tower Grove
Ave. Is another project of note. The
large lot is covered by short-chopped
weeds and Hhas two short stick-like
trees. Three fong bleak benches are
arranged off center. Two benches,
one behind the other, face north. The
third is located to the east of the first
two and faces west. Two barrel-shape
plianters form what could be an en-
trance from Tower Grove Ave.

The psychological implications of
this sculpture are overwhelming. The
stark barrenness of the area, the expo-
sure 1o the blazing sun and the

arrangement of the benches make (1
opwvious that the artists intended for
this 10 be seen as a hostile
environment. . The planters offer a
geceptively friendly greening 1o whal
ites beyond.

Some neignbornood residents refer

1o the Adams Grove project as ihe
FPSE Serra Scuipture | disagree i1
nNas reached a deeper level of aliena-

non in 8 modern technopoiis than Serra
dreamed exisied. I cail this project
“Bus Stop To Nowhere” .

Area residents are encouraged 1o
view Ine sculpture as soon as possibie.
knowing the Japanese prediiection for
surfeaiistic art, don t be surprised if it
Is bought and carted off 1o Tokyo by a
wealthy businessman yet, another
nauonai treasure iost to Japan.

The Gibson Heights (BUB) project

art Newstead and Gibson and the New
Boyle (BU7?) project ar Tower Growve
and Chouteau must be considered fo-

getner. On the surface they appear o
consist of a random arrangement of
square and rtriangular gargens formed
from railroad ties on weed-covered
01§ N&Y has recentiy iearned 1nhat
the so-cailed gardens are acrually land-
tng signals for alien spaceships. Vvhat
gppears 1o be a birdbath on Chouteau
15 really a space beacon. New Boyle
won second prize in the neighborhood
contest for the best camoufiaged alien
space stalion In an urban environment.

The exact date of the next landing is
net known, Judging froem the large
crowds that gather on the corner aof

Gibson and Newstead, 1t must be soon.

The most subtie of all the projects
was Gibson Heights Neighbors (BUS)
at the corner of Gibson and *0ld
Kingshighway”. Appearing as an unim-
aginative conwversion of a muddy short-
cut into a stable pathway and garden,
the project is actually a subliminal ex-

efcize in Euclidean mathematics de-
signed 1o IMpProve science scores and
fight Japan's domination of worig
manufaciuring.

Bw walking diagonaily across the
lot, instead of around the corner on
the sidewalk. peopie will learn that
the shortest distance between [wo
points is a straight line. the hypo-
tendse 1s shorter than the sum of its
two sides, and that you will exert
more energy walking over the hill on
the path than steawing on the
sidewalk.

Because of this project, our
neighborhood may some day produce
a3 scientist able to communicate with
the space aliens who routinely land
gt Gibson and Chouteau. a wealthy
businessman who will buy back the
Adams Grove Scuipture, of a philoso-

pcher who can tell us where the
Ranken East bears go to the
bathroom.

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS

0n behaif of the Ranken East Neigh-

pornhood improvement Association
and all of the residents of the
Ranken East aresa, | would fike 10

recognize the following people and
bpusinesses for their help, assistance
and donations for our award-winning
BrightSide project.

Thank you,

bDan Corbin, Presiden:

Joe Kutzman Jim Kirk
Dexter Silvers Joe P. Roddy
Sherwin-Wiiliams Paints

R. Schroeder Sod Farm

Union Pacific Railroad

Goedecke Woods & Co.

Ace Scaffolding and Maintenance
Co.Dinzler Equipment Co.

5t. Louis Organ & Piano Service




