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NEIGHB()RHO{}D BARBECUE
for the FPSE Hcusing Corporalion

Saturday, Seprcrnber 28, 1gg1
From 1 1:OO to 3:OO
Rainbow Park {corner of Gibson

and Taylor aves I

Hamberger or Hot Dog plate* $1.50
Bratwursr plare' $3 50

Soda and desert on sale.
*includes pol6to salsd and boked beons.

BULLET STOPS TRAFFIC ON AHCO AND GIBSON
-.STREE,T CLO SINGS-.

METRO MINISTRY
By Kari Chaullc
Metro Ministry s Executive Director
Dianne Johnsan explained [.,{etro't role
in the comnrunity at Elock l-lnit 6's
July meeting. 5he :tated,'[.{etro r,rya:
lcundeC in 1E6S to minister to the
poor and tuprersed in the 5t, Loui:
h{etrcoolitan area. tite attempt Io do
this through our manv community'
based programs, including Focd and
Clothing Assistance, Shalom House,
Metro- Preschool, and Legal aid. We
are trying {o be a posititrce lorce in
the community and a gaod neighbor.'
Metro is at 1O4O S. Taylot in the
Wagoner Memotial Methodis t Church
and claims to serve m ore than 1 2.OO{)
people each year.

The Pre-School program is directed
by neighborhood resident Trirh Curtis.
Began in 1983, it provides :ubsidi:ed
Montessori education tor about 4O
neighborhood children. Johnson stat-
ed.'We provide a learning environ-
ment lor many neighborhood children
who olherwise could not allord to
attend pre-s chool.'

Food and ClothinE Programs pro-
vide emergency assir!ance. Metro
gives each lam ily member enough lood
for three days lnine mealsl. Johnson
stated. *lt is imporlant to give tood
lor several days. A person needs to
teel that he does not hav€ to spend all
of his time searching lor his nexl
meal. lt give: him time Io reek em-
ployment or other asr istance.* Be-
cause of limited reiources at htletro.
lamilies may only apply tor emergency
asir5Iance once each month. 'At the
end oi the month we lrequently ar€
everralhelmed by reque:t:.* John:on
noted. Clothing, lurniture and money
to assi:t with utility bill: are also
provrded when available.

The m0st controversial program
operated by hletro has been Shalom
House. a sheltef lor homeless \iromen.
Started in 1988 as a night-onlv shel '

ter" paE t Metro Director Harry 5m ith.
expanded Ihe Frogaam Io ?4 hour:r.
This violated an agreemenl with the
neighborhood not to alter the program
\r,rithout neighborhood cans ent. Poar
managemeftl and lax 5ecurity lead to
r,,iolence rruithin th€ Ehelter and di:tur-
h,ance in the neighborhood.

Since Johnson replaced Smith.
most oi the problemr hsve been elim-
inated. Johnson explained, "\Ue now

Ccntinued on page ?

By lrihrk J ellqrie:
The buller I hd 1 kill ed C hri 5l oph er
Harils also ended through-lralllc Qn
Atca and Gibson avertues. Negallve
publiciry geneftsred by the rfiurdet
prorrpled the FPSE Houslng Coipora-
Iron ro endolSe closrng ali ea51-wesl
Slteel 5 ar NewSIead Ar.,e. belween
Choureau and Manchestef avenues.
Alderman Joe D fioddy agt€ed Io sup-
porr rhe clo5ure5, tl Ihe Housing doIp.
asiumed responsibilily lor the acilon.

ln early June, erghl-year-old Chris-
lopher Harils was s hol and killed \ rhtie
being uiEd as a hurnan:hreld duriltg a
diug-relalEd gun lighr on (itbson Ave
The ensuing dvalanche ol negaliv€ pub-
lrclly placed pres5ure on Alderm an
Roddy and rhe Housing Corp Ic te-
5pond in a visible way 1o lhe groire'ing
drug problem. lncreased polrce prorec'
ilon 6nd lerlets rn Ihe PO'iT-DISPATCH
noling redevelopmenl atld 1ile 'hlgh-
leuei ol FPSE corrlm{rrltly comtrlHmenL
did tllrle ro calm resldenrs lears wnen
rhey could Erili r4ilrness druq desls oul-
iide Ihelr lronl doois.

Accordlng Io fiusE Lauet, a non-
resiclenl landlorcl r.4/irh exrensive hold-
ings ln FPS E. he began s peakrng Io
Boddy dbour closrng Gibion Ave. shorl-
ly nlrer rhe shooling. Some aree resi-
denls hBd been endorsrng srreel clos-
ings as a vyay lo discourage the liour-
ishang curb-side drug rrade tor several
years (5ee - Hisrorical Pef specrivel .

Their r eq ues Is ha d been r g noreo;
La uer ' s wa s n ot . ln J une, r! /o block
unils endorsed closing Gibson aI
Ner,l,sread. Few resldenrs lrom Gibson
alrended rhe meeling5.

ftoddy requesled a special Houiing
Corp Meeilng in mid-July Io cliscuss
clos lng Gibs on, according ro Board
Member Allen Levin. Ar rhe Eeml-
privale, unannounced. special board
meeting Buss Lauer, who i5 nor a baard
member, proposed and rhe Board en-
dorsed closing borh Arco and fiibs0n ar
Newsread Ave.

Accotding to a source tsl rrte meel-

By I(arl Ctaulle
Will decades ol posrponed maintenance
and e)itensive delerisrariorl E enlance
the Areo Food Shop building ar 441I
Arco tc, d€molition ] The building is
owned by a group ol FPSE residents
who are airemprirlg ro conrrcl the pro-
perty's redevel opme11l. UniIed Metro
Ministries, located across the alley
lrarn the iood shop, has expressed
inrereEl in buying and demolishing the
building. They w*uld us e the property
lor parking and/or to build an adrninis-
tralion lacility.

The Arco Food Shop was a rnom -

and-pop grocery in the early t97Os.
f,ilhen th* owners relired, they ieaseC
the st+re and planned eventually Io sei!
lhe building, The new store manager
reporredly began dBaling drugr. Altei
Eevsral tsfres ts a1 the slars lront, !he
David Ranken {now FFSEI Houslt'rg

ARCO FOOD SHOP BUILDING
WILL IT SURVIVE THE NEGLECT?

ing, " ffoddy m6de il cledr that the
Board '.n,lould ha,ae to larkie the blame,
if there were anT comptaints." Fol-
ilowing the rn eeting one Board ;r;em'
b€r erpioined, *lf Froteclrng Bcddy
from crilicrsm and allowrng trir,.r:o
rake the credil is lhe oniy w6y l+ qel
hirn to do:omething, il is worth it.
There are m6ny things that we need
and only an aldermon con do them.*
A.t Block Unit 6 s July meeting Boddy
sl6ted, *ll 

'ir'6r the Board s decrsion
to ciose the 5treels.. they dre ,/sur
replesenratives.'

Boddy's tscqurescence to Housing
Corp plans. wilhoul rnsrEting upon a
neighborhood-wide contenius, repre-
gentE a malor policy change. 'ihe
Board's earlier requesI to close Oai.:-
and at. Newste6d, and Gibson lnd
Arco ar Manche:rer were delayeri tor
o\r'er a year becau:e Boddy demanded
3 nerghbLlrhood-wide rneetrng. Hcus-
irrq farp. E.recutive Director !:ale
Eoth e:rplained, * Eoddy ins is ts o de-
lTr ons rralton thal the malority sup-
porti rhe closures belore he vvrii do
En ylhin g. " Rod dy s recenl wiiirng-
neEs to take immediate 6clion may
re,flecr rhe pre5sure for him to make
a'concrete' re:ponse ro the raFidly
decaying situation on Gibs on.

Board Member: have defended
rheir decision to close the streets
wilhout first discus5ing it wilh their
block units. Publicly, they noled the
need to 6cl berore conditions delerr-
or6red rurlher and belore the Kings-
highway Uraducl was clos ed. Clo-
sure ol the vioducr is not expected
unlrl l Sg 2. Privately, s orne board
members confessed ro daubting
Boddy's re:olve lo acr, 'ii the pro-
cess became protracted or generated
any opposirion.-

lnitial residenl response has been
po:itive on bolh Gibson and Arco.
Sorne Gibs on residents staled thEl
drug tra{lickrng Eppe.rrs to hDVe 5ig-
nilicantly decreased, as har lhe noi5e

continued on page 2

Corp. purcha: ed the building, erricted
the tenant and closed the lood shop.
For several yearr the building remain-
ed empty rr,rhile the Corp. rearched f oi
a redeveloper.

ln rhe mid-7Os Joe P. Boddy gain-
ed control ol the Housing Corp. He
sold the lood shap building to a rede-
vel opment con'lparly specializing in
Section I housinE. Betore they couid
develop the properly. the company
$/efit bankrupl.

By this time extenEive deteriora-
ti.rn had occurred to the buildinq. A
!enant allowed the pipe: tt: lree:e.
Water damaged walls, tloor and
c*ilings in part ol the burlciing. Leaks
developed in the root and accelerated
the decay. Floor joists and ratlert
rotted. The rear porch collapsed.
The rear urall began crumbling an mer-

Continued on page 3



and nurnbpr ol people oul late at
nighr. According Io nerghborhood
reports, howevir, Gibs on s problems
rnay only be migrating lo the 45OO
block of Oakland. The recent murder
and arlempred murder there maY re-
f lecr this shiit. Som e re:idcnt s ol
Oakland and Wichila have begun dis-
cussing lhe possiblity ol cl osing thsse
streets belore drug trallicking be-
comes enlrenched and violence escal'
ales.

The street closings are lemporarY.
They will be tevicwed in aboul six
monihs, !ccording to Alderman Boddy.
l, made perm6nenl, the con!lruclion
of cul-de-sacs would nol be expecled
ioon becBu5e of cosls. Cul'dc-sac
conslruclion c6n rdnge belween
t50-75,O00,

STREET CLOSINGS: THE
HI STORICAL PE RSEPEC TIVE
Expectations ran high in 198 7. . The
Oakland Rowhous e was bcing rehab-
bed. There were Promises ol addi-
lional redevelopmenl. Otug tralf icking
was B concern, but not yer a maior
problem.' Some areB residents saw rhis as
an opportune lime to e{fect needed
improvements. They decided to ad-
dress the problem ol curb-side drug
dealing, noisy late-nighl lratlic and
large commercitsl trucks using our
residenrial streets.

Other neighborhoods successf ully
addressed rhese problems by changing
traffic parlerns ro eliminale non-local
traffic. A group ol residenrs presen-
ted a series of possible traltic paltern
changes to 17th Ward Alderman Tim

Wilh Dee's encourtsgemenl. ts

neighborhood meeting was held 10 dis-
cusl rhe proposals. Dee evenluBlly
endorsed a plan crealing lhree traflic
loops by clostng Newstead at fvl an'
ches ter and installing a divider dragc,n-
ally across Newsteid at lhe Gibson
and Arco inlerseclions.

Shortly alter Dee inrroduced leEis-
lation 1o allow lemporary slreel chan-
gEs, protesls tsrose. S ome opPos ilion
was based upon honest cBncernE. but
5ome appears 10 have been orchestra-
ted by a neighborhood political .force.
There is ssme circumslancial evidence
that some resident were Paid 1o
oppose the chtsnges and to encourtsge
oihers to Protest lhem. Reasonl
Elared lor opposing the lrial changes
were that they were raciallv moliual'
ed, r hey would incr ea s e rr al f ic on
Taylor Ave. and they would delay lire,
tsmbulance and Police serulce.

Lead by Pep:i, businessmen in lhe
indLrstriaI iorridor iusl norlh o{ FPSE
labbied the Mayor in Bppos ition lo the
changes. They claimed that Newstead
'war -essential fsr their survival. Ar
one meeling 3 Iepresentative lrcm
Brauer Supply declared his emplc'yees
would have diflicullY finding lheil waY
1o work wilhour Newslead.

Additional meelings were held lor
and against lhe proposed - changes.
Petiriois were circulated. An olficer
o{ Block Unit 6 resiEned because the
bloek unit voted 1s endc,rse rhe trial
ch an oes .

Tirough all this. the FPSE Housing
Coro. wai silent. According 1o eY-
uoaid member Tom Ernst. the CorP
never addressed lhe is5ue. At rhe
lime, luture-Alderman Joe D. BoddY
was president o{ the Board. At one
neiehborhood m eeting Roddv was ask-
ed -where he and rhe CorP. stood on
rhe issue. BoddY slBled, 'This is loo
conlroversial lor me.' and immediately

lerl lhe meeling Shortly alter being
elected Blderman, Hoddy sum marized
his leelings on the street is5ue saying,
'Here we (Housing Corp-l had iuslgollen lhe Oakland Bowhouse done
and suddenly people wanted lo do
iomclhing aboul the 5treel5. I don'1
undersrand it."

The petitions demonslrdled lhal a
narrow malorily ,avored trYing lhe
changes. ,Allhough the Board of Alder-
men initially detealed Dee's proposals,
a lew weeks laler lhey passed. On the
day oi the 5ucce5slul vote a repre5enl-
otive oi Pepsi sat in the gallery noling
how cach alderman voled.

Mayor Schoemehl veloed the bills.
Dee wa s un ab le lo g at ner s u, I icienr
sUpForl to override the veto. The
slreets remained open, Shortly there-
after, Dee resigned as alderrnBn,

Alrer fioddy was elecled alderman
in 1988, he wa: approached bY some
residenls to close the eB5l-wesl
slreels. Boddy steadlastly relused.
Curb-side drug dealing llourished.
Gibron becam e known city-wide os a

'If Aldenmn Roddl, bad harl thc
cqrrage to act then, Chistopher

Haf;ris ufght $till bc alive today. '
place to buy drugs. Only alter eight-
year-old Christopher Hatris was killed
in'a drug deal gone bad,'and the
FPSE Housing Corp agreed to accepl
responsibility lor the street closures
did Roddy agree to close the slre€l5

Absence ol protests rellects neigh-
borh ood changes in the las I I our
years. Drug dealing and rel ated viol-
ence have beuottte intolerable. Resi-
denls are v,rilling to accept inconven-
ience Io limit the drug problern 

'f,11their E tteeIE. t4any ol Ihose v,/ho pre-
viously oppos ed the changes have
died , m oved awa y or are too elderly to
protest actively. Becaule the s tr€et
closures have Roddy'5 name on thetn.
it is unlikely the aldermatr's Ialher will
organi:e political oppositiorr to thenr

Recently, a menrber ol the grouP
uho otiginally proposed the traflic
changes rr..las replanling f lovrier s in one
ol the potr blocking Gibsorr. Wtren
asked il he Ir,,,a5 Pieas€d that rhe
5IIeets vlere linally closed, he stated.*5o nlany ol the problenrs vve have
today could have been avoided il the
streels had been cissed three years
ago, ll Boddy trad lrad tl're corlr.age lo
aEt therr, Christopher Harris miglrt still
be alive t oda y '

iT{ETRO I},IINISTRY
from Page 1

do more rhan iusl house the homeless
women. We ol f er lile skills and jurtt
training, dcceEt lo health care and
agristance in locating Petmanenl
housinE." Shalom House Provides a

safe shel ter lor 25 women.
hrletro als o provides f ree legal as-

sistance to low-incom e peoFtle and
trains prolessionals to recognise and
respond to family violenve and ahu:e"

ln addition to lhe lVagoner Church,
Metro also mainlarns Bainbow Park on
the corner of Gibson and faYlor.
Johnson sraled, "We recenlly acquired
$ l O,OOO worth of PlaY equrPment and
are planning lo re-organl?e Ihe park.
To prorecl lhe children, we Plan to
place a wroughl-rron lence around the
new play alea.' Metro is currenl-l y
con5idering lhe purehase of the Arco
Food Shop property aI 4471 Arco (5ee
Arco Food Shop). They plan Io demol-
ish the building and use the proFerty
as a parking lot. An administration
building may be built on the property
la t er. poge lwo

HOUSING CORP. NEWS
By Karl CLasIIc

Jr.rly: Gibson, FSIP & Display
H ouse

STREET CLOSINGS lrom pase 1

4339 Gibson, owned bY New Lite
Evangelisric Cenler, was approved lor
higher rhan noamal occupancy despile
opposirion lrom Block Unit 7 {New
Boylel and FPSE Housing CorP, Per-
mission mtsV have been granled lor
political reasons.

Availability ol FStP {For Sale in-
cenrive Programl and 1O8 lunds lor
rhe {edevelopmenl ol 1Og 1-93 5
Taylor means lhal opef arion cons ef v
money will nol hBve lo be used lor
rhe proiecr. Housing and Utban
Developmenr rules fequire relainlnq
rhe originai enrryways lo lhe building
This is expecred 10 incrEBse the cosl
ol lhe ptoiecl by about $2OOO.

The Eoard aulhotized lhe CorPora-
liOn t o en tef a n a gr eem enl with
Mercanlile Bank and a limiled patlner'
ship wirh EoaIman's Bank and John
Durnell lnc- lot lhe redevelopmenl ol
lhe Display House al 1 Og 1 -93 5
Taylor. The Boord apptoved use ol
J 4O,OOO ol rhe 1989 FSIP lunding f or
rne proiecl .

Also brielly discussed ar rhe
meerinq wele plans lot a Housing
Corp. lunct raiser, closing 6ibson Ave
ar Newslead and a larewell palry lor
Jerry 5cheIer. pasl prestdenl ol rhe
Corporarion.

AUgUSt: DABT, Slone House,
Delicit & Dotrattotr

Beoresentaltves trom DART (Drug and
,Alcohol RehabililBrion Trealm enl) re-
quested suFporl in expanding lhe ln-
palienl trealment program housed tn
ihe Choureau Building ar Hemp Ave
near Ihe rnters ec!ion ol Chouleau anc
Vandevenrer The Board voled lc
supporl Ihe exFtsnsion to 30 paIienls

No leltEr of commilmenl has been
received tor FSIP or 1{18 tunds tor Ihe
reder,el opmenl of !he display house at
'I 0S 1 -93 5 Taylor Ave \t'Jork shoulC
begrn b'i tate Augusr.

Der,,eloFmenl of lhe Slone house
at 1060 S. (ingshighwaY has begun
The buyer has reporledly exFless ed
displeasure aI the lighled sign recenl-
ly installed by the Chinese Beslauran!
ar I Ll 7O SouIh KingshighrvaY. The
Eoard sugqes ted pldnling lrees Io
hrde the sign from lhe sIone hcuse.

I t)8 4-9 ? S Ta ylo r cont inuBE tc
run a deficrt. The HoustnS llslp;. 1s-
der.,elqt'ed Ihe builCing with tJFeralion
tlonserv f undinE Dnly 7 of lhe 1?
unils ate occupted. Fents wiil be
decreased lo 1195 lor 'l ?-month
lea s es

Boatman s Bank has conllibuled
53O{)() lo Ih€ Housing Corp. and CDA
(C,lmmuniIy Oerrelopmenl Agency! has
agreed to contribute an addilronal
t 75OO in funding.

The Hous ing tlorF is Planning lwo
fund raisers. On September lB there
uvill be a ba rb ecue in Ba in bow Pa r k
Next Spring, a flea market rvili be
held in Ihe Falking l01 of Commerce
Bank. Continued on Page 3.
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lar'washed lrom. berween rhe bricks
aller Ine gutlers r rele removed.

Evenrually, rhe building was pur-
chased by a group ol area residBnIs.
Eecause ol irs srrare0ic locarion ar
Taylor and,Arco, rhey lelr it was im-
porlanr to have conlrol over Ihe pro-
perry. Limired lunds prevenled Ihem
lrom hiring a contracror to srabili?e
the burlding. Few inveslots wete rn-
reresred in doing the tA,ork Ihemsel-
ves. Periodically, developers would
shor.^, inlereil in rhe building, buI
proiecled rehab cosls were considered
roo high. According Io KaIe RoIh, Ihe
cosr ro rehab would now exceed value
ol rhe linished building.

The wesl and rear walls ol Ihe
bui lding have not been tuck-poinled in
many yeafs. Bricks are shilting ouI-
ward and several in the west palapel
iean precariously over rhe s idewalk on
Taylor Ave. This hazard prompted a
recenr meeling ol Ihe inveslors. OnlY
a small group altended, because the
meering notilication did not include a

rime. Those aI rhe meeling have re-
porredly abandoned all hopes ol sav-
ing lhe building. Diicuss ions assumed
demolirion was inevilable. Their maior
concefn was recouping Iheir invest-
m enl.

Unired Melro Minislries ar 104o s.
Taylor ,4ve. has expressed inreresr in
rhe property. Several yeari ago Metro
soughl Io purchase and renovale Ihe
exislrng building lof use as Iheir Iree
lood disrribulion cenler. This was an
unpopular propos al wilh residenls on
Arco. At lhe recen I meeling,

HOUSING CONP. NEWS
from page 2

The Board vored to donale t5O.OO
ro rhe Associalion ol SoulhE ide Police
ancl ro send a lelteI ol rhanks to Al-
derman Roddy lot slreer closings.

Also brielly discussed wele PlBns
by Family HealIh Care ol Carondolel
poisibly Io absorb the Ranken Healrh
Clinic, Ihe opening ol Blite Bestautanl
ar Manchesrer and Tower Gfove, and
rhe closing ol
Newsread.

Arco and Gibson at

ARCO FOOD SHOP CON TINU ED FBO M PAG E 'I

Metroruggesled demoliEhing rhe
building and uring rhe larld for
parking. Metro cur- rently has an
unsecured parking lot on the north
side ol Bainbow Fark. Cars on rhe lot
have been vandalized. A parking area
closer to Merro's lacility could be
more easily secured and sup- ervised,
Metro has also suggerted that an
administration building could be built
on the properly rn lhe future.
Although inrerested in the Fropostsls,
the invEstors insisted en retaining the
right ot approval for any uEe of the
proF er r y.

N EWS & VIEWS has recen tly learn-
ed lhar lhe Froperty may nor be wide
enough ta allow diagonal parking, the
mosl efficient Farkrng arrangemenl.
According Io lwo sources, the mini-
mum allowahle width to accommodale
diagonal parking is i5 ieet I in. The
properly is reportedly less Ihan ?5
feet wide.

Similarly, wirhout variances lrom
rhe cily, only a much smaller building
could be constructed. City building
codes now require a three to four toot
setback ,rom the property lines. The
new building would be six to eighl teel
narrower. 5am h{cBee codes require
new buildings to be selback from Ihe
sidewalk, consis tent wirh exis ting
buildings along lhe slreet. A new

srrucrure would require abour a 16
lool setback,

lnveslor Paula Lemermann has
5uggesred rhar Melro could move
rheir pre-scnool playground ro rhe
properry. 5he Erared, 'Fencing rhe
lood ihop properry \rdould be less
expenslve rhan BainDaw Park, lr
vdould alEo be clos€r.'

Execurive Direcror Ktsre Roth has
suggested rhat investors Iculd don-
are rhe properly ro Land Beurili?a-
lion Authority rl MeIIo wilhdidv"'s
iri ollEr. 5he said, 'The ci Iy w0uld
rhen demBllsh rhe building and rhe
loI could be 6onverled rnlo ts Small
park.' Soutces 1o lund E park aIe
iimtled. Born conrlnued,'Nelghbor-
hood parricipation t dould be eEsen-
lrBl.'

ln conlrasl Io mo51 in\/eslots,
Maud Essen has noI abandoned hope
tor the burtding According to
EEsen, *When we boughl lhe bull,J-
ing, I t,'anled ta seI up tjy{arkday5.
Working rogelher we could have
slabilired rhe building, N o one was
rnreresred. They iusl le1 the build-
ing fall aparr * ftegarding the pr0-
posed demolilion, Essen said. 'l
think ir rs ts mlslake. . We should
srill lry ro save ir. Wllh all lhe
neqarive publiciry, demolishing more
burldinqs wrll give lhe neighborhood

BLOCK UNIT NE\X,IS bv Karr chaurre

New Boyle repre
Goshen has moved lrom

senrallve Tom
FPSE and wiU

Lee Jesenick ol rhe
co.

See alsc Alderman Roddy Beports Ipage
51, Slreel Closings Ipage 11. Metro
Ministries Ipage 1].

GIBSON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORS
(BLOCK UNIT 5)

June: Gratitr.rde, NSN & Sel ective
ConIri butiotrs

Block Unit 5 expres:ed gratrtude lo lhe
lollowing members. Caroline u!urm ior
organi:ing the candle-light plocession
demonslraling neighborhood concern
f or thc death of Christopher Horris,
Mark Weber and Lorry Bitter fole'rork
on Neighborhood Safety N erwgrk
(NSN); Fhil Heaghney lor publishing
rhe Gibs on Heights Neighbors News'
lelter; !nd lo Joe P, Roddy ond Sam
Vrrvaro lor work on Brightside.

The Block Unit welcomed Mr. Lu;
the new owner of the Chinese reslBu-
ranl al KingshighwaY and Arco.

Mark WebeI announced lhat | 7

arrests were made by NSN patrols. He
encouroged residenls to lalk with rhe
patrol ollicers about problem areas in
the neighborhood. The oflicers are
also availoble ro dis cuss crlme pre\.en-
tion.

During 6 prolrocled discussion ol
area crime, Rev. Shannon {Church ol
rhe Livino Godl DroDos ed lhal res idenls
mDke thc- neigh'borhood uncomf ortable
lor criminal:. - He also suggestEd lhal
residents should compile a list ol re-
commended tenanls.

BU5 donated $ 1OO ro the summer
yourh program sponsoled hy Alderrnan
Boddy, bui declined to fund o propo:ed
progrbm by Caroline Wurm. !Vurrn
wanted to hire neighborhood children
to collect litler f rom lhe tlreels.

July: Resigt'lEtiol1. Corlritr & Streets

The Block unit rpent a tew mlnuter re-
membering O'aren 6eorge Eaten, de-
ceared PrEstdent of Elock unit 6

5 eiretary Bill Hergold res rgned be-
cause ht! new 1ob Prevents hlm trom
attending meertngs. Phti H edghney
aqreed t-o serve throuqh 5eptember.- Ranken East Presrden Dan Corbrn

displayg6 lhe rirsl place award hts
block unil wGn in the cil).-rnride
Operation Bnghtsrde competitton
The prrle-rr,rrnning prolecl trvas ts

landscaped park and mural in the
4OOO block ol Chouteau.

Allen Levin erplained rhe Plan-
ned srreel closings along lrl ewslead.

GIBsON HEIGHTS
NEIGHEI]RHOOD ATSOC IATION

iBLOCK UNIT 6l

JLrly: Melro Ministries, Real
Estate,Police & By-la\.'.rs

Dianne Johnson explained the role
ol Metro Ministry in the communrty,
(5ee Metro Minis tries page 1 l.

frish Curti: reported that the
Real Estate Committee was working
ro identity drug houses, PoorlY
maintained properties, and over'
crowded rei idences . The commlltee
meets everY two weeks and will
rtrempt to work with landlordr to
im prove their tenant r election.' ln re:ponse to the increa:e ot
drug activity and vrolence, the 43OO
and 44OO blocks ol Gib:on have
been targeted for additional police
patrols. The polrce urge residents
io organize rnto Netghborhood Watch
groups and report :uspected activitY

H elena Perine volunteered to
oroanrze a vauth task lorce. Jackie
Ja-ckels, Eili Jackel s and Jane 5 ykes
volunteered to matntarn the Planters
used to clos e the eart-west stteots

Karla Earon suggested thal the
corner park at Gibson and Newstead
be dedicated in honour al her lare
tather, pait block unit President
Owen George Eaton, and Christopher
Harrrs, the child who '.qrai killed on
Gibson. 5he ProPored Placing a
plEque on the lot. A lormol praposal
wrll be made dt the nexl m:etlng

The block unit voled to reimbur-
burs e Trea:urer ,e,ngie Henner ior
lloinrer s i en t in Block U nit 6 's na m e
to Owen Eaton r tuneral. The block
unit al:o approPriated $ 1 O0 tor
National Night Out. Jane Sykes pro-
po:ed teveral By-law changer.

Septemlrer: FSIP, Panel. Oakland

The Houshg Corp has aPPlied tor
t 38o,OOO in clly ,unding tor redevel-
opment in 1991. Only S'l .3 mlllion i5
available ror rhe entire city. Both
srared,'wirhout rSlP tunding, mosl
redevelopmenl proiecls h€f e would noI
be possible. We need the allocation
to keBp develoPmenl moving soulh
and to Ine easl.' The Boafd agreed Io
send a letler lo Alderman Boddy re-

be replaced by
43Oo block ol Ar

ques I i ng
tunding i

him ro lobby for more citY
n 1993.
Besponding ro lhe escalating

6rug
4500

rra I f ickin
block ot

g and violence ln the
Oakland, lhe Board will

invesIiEaIe lhe possibililY ol closing
Oakland al Kingshighway. Eolh said,
'1, we inlend to redevelop I09 1'S3 5.
Tayloi, somerhing must be done about
Oa k lan cl.'

Dan Corbln tFankBn EasIl and Lee
JeEenick {New BoYlel agreecl Io accepl
concrele barrietS IO ClOSe Arco al
Manchesler, and Gibson aI Bovle and
Manchesler unlil concrele planlels are
available. ThesB approved closingE
were not execuled because Ihe ciIY'5
supply ot
exh au 5 Ied.

concfele planlets was

poqe lhree



By .j3ylar d \nJiiliams

The iaw requrres atl drivers lrcensed
Ev i.{issouri to carry liabililv insur'
ance. Wilhout the proleation provtded
by ins ur a nce, m tsn y lives could be
rurned Those Iesponstble lor acci-
dents could lace bankruptcv Viclims
oi accidents might be uncompenEaled
lor rheir linanciat losses Bnd unable to
pay rherr m edical expenses. As a te-
sult, s ociety rnould beat the Durden ol
hrgher ins urance premrum s and laxes .

Unlorrunately, consumets have
lilrie prolecllon {rom lhe po1.r,-er{ul in-
surance companies lniufance com-
panV lobbvlsls have persuaded the
leglslalure to pass la'a"s that requlre
all drivers to putchase tnsurance. but
,lo nol regultsle lhe options and cosls
avaiiable. lnsuronce companies have
rr+orked hard and spent torlunes lo
prevenl relorm oi current lawi.

L'lonv people carrr/ iull coverage
on thelr cars. This means lt1eY are ln-
iured for bodily iniury and properly
damage (lrabilitvl, medical co515. accl-
denti rnvolving uninsured and under-
lnsured mcloils!5, r:omprehensive and
collision {or damageE to lheit ortrn car,
towrng and labor cosls. Frequently.
people are sold policies rlchich over-
prol ecl th em a nd i ncr ea s es th el t
premrums.

Une reason 10 hdve lnsuranc€ 15 10
prclect youf aEs€1r. lt y0u afe In an
accldenl and 5ued, tn5utance Di]\'erEge
prorects you trom loss ol pers cnal
property {1.e. car. lelrJelry. 1,tages.
eIc.! and real properlV (l.e 'y'our
nomel. A. person should only lnsule {or
the tsmounl ol hls net 1/rrorlh- the va{ue
ol assels mrnus llabllilles/debls - ll
your lotal l iorlh ts 5100,0OO, Vou
snly need lnsure agalns t a loss Dl
r 100.ooo.

Some agents are l/rdllllnO to setl ln-
{lared coverage and over-lnSure thelr
clrents. Larger premlums benelll the
rnsurance companleS and rhe agen15
who recerves commisstons. intlaled
coverage does norhlng lor lhe PUr-

W.I.C. PROGRAM
CHALLENGED

Ey K. Chauf{e
The supplemenral loorj grogram lgr
Women, inlants and Children (WiCl
has been hailed as a success at redu-
iing inl"nr mortalitv. According tg a

reporr in SCIENCE tMaY 24' 1991,
p.10631, rhe ?.5 billion dollat program
may acrually be doing more harm than
go od.- George C. Graham, Prolessor ol
pediatrics and nurrition al John
iiopkins Universitv School ol Hygiene
and Public Health slales Ihal under-
nurrition plays onlv a minor role. il
any, in DrBmature births in U.S.
babies. He contends thar low birth
weight is ctsused by brehavioral pro-
biems associated with drug abuse,
sm oking and vsnereai inlecrions.
These problems aIe noI addressed by
the costlv WIC Program. Gram aiso
asserls thal WIC is conrribuling lo Ihe
aiarming prevalence oi obesitY among
Ihe Door.'Graham 

51ale5 rhal claims for the
succes! oi the Wl C Program ate nol
oroDeriv subsranlialed. The iast maior
bvaluation oi the Program was in
1979. He additionallv notes Ihal the
number oi low-birth-weighl babies has
increased in some areas where WIC
oarticipation is hi9h.' Gram conciudes thal lhe WIC Pro-
gram is worthles s and the .m oneY
shouid be spenl on Prenalal cate
Drograms ano eoucarion.

chas er .

Substantiallv reducing coverage
mav nor srgnrlicantlv reduce premlums
insurance companies are in business 10
make m oney. lns urance coslS are
based upon the proUabililv thal an ln-
dividual ,lt/iil be involved in an auto-
mobile occident They use such {ac-
tors a5 car rvpe. a9e. sex, martlol
stalus, driving record and residence 1D
determrne the premium.

5om e states have lor,r,'s requiring
insurance relorm. l,'lissturi slill lags
behind in this imporlant aspect. Until
we demand change lrom our legisla-
10rs. rqe fi,ill ccnlinue to be at Ihe
mercv ol the rns urance c!mpanre5.

ll vou har,'e a complaint abaut an
rnsurance company operating ln
l,rlissouri. contacl the tulissouri Drvision
oi ins urance, ln/6inlNright Building, I 1 1

N. 71h 5 treet. Room 2 ?9. 5t Louis.
1.,{o 63101-21?6. or call 34t)-6830.
BI,]SCH DENIES PRESENCE OT

DIOXIN
By K. Chautfe
At Block Unit S s may meeling Joe P.
Roddy asserled that diortin conlanim-
ates the Manchester-Kingshighway-
Cadet wedge Port ol rhe land is c,wn-
ed bv Anheu:er-Eusch Floddy slated,
"l t6ik.ed 'uvith Busch ;trd they s aid the
soil '*ras contanrinated vt+ith dioxin, h,ut
thev re clearring iI uD.'

Disxin ha! been considered a high-
iv harardous m,3terial lt was lhe
spraying ol oiorin al TimeE Beach
which caus ed the Federal Government
ro EVacuate and evetrtuallv buY the
I!'vYn.

,o.ccordinq Io Rick Bucklev ol
Fleishman-Hillatd. the firm handling
Anheuser-Bus ch s public reialiorrs . no
dioxin is preserlt qn the proPertV.
Bucklev stated. "The clean up involues
the removal ol lhe gasoline slorage
tanks lrom the oropettv where the oid
Phillips 66 station was located The
contaminalion in lhe soil is mainlv
oelroleum. There is no dioxin. The
project should be completed in about
lour weeks.* Bucklev said that he
could lind no one who remembered
speaking to Roddy either al Busch or
Fleishman-Hillard.

AUTOMATIC LIGHTIITG
Bv K. Becher;r
Darkness allows burqlars .and robbers
ro wcr k un obs erved. Yo u ca n a\loid
being victimized by adequately lightlng
youf nome, especialty your -lronI door.
An entryrt-ay lighl m Bkes your home
saler and more allfacllve.

Lighls are only good il used. Once.
you had Io leave the light on all day, il
you'wante<i lighl when you relurned.
This r.rEs c05IlV and adverllsed Vour
Bbsence. Modern lechnology nori"{ pro-
'.iid95 lOur-cosl, eaSY'Io-inSlall aulo-
msric lighrinE.

DUSI/,-T0-DAWN SEFl SORS Iurn
li9hI5 on at CusK and 6lt.l dat^In.
They selt-adiusl Ior rhe s eason and tsIe
ideal lor s ourh-laaing, Sunny locallons.

TIN'lED SWITCHES can be set to
rurn on and oll aI any desired Iime.
,qllhough they rnust be resel as dBY
lenghl changes, rhey aIe ideal for
norrh-lacing and shaded areas.

[4OTlOt! DETECTORS turn liqhls on
'.i,hen a urarm body moveS acrQs s IhB
srea theY survey. They onlY operate
31 nighl and can be adiusled lor sensi-
rivily and duralion. F,,{olion delectors
tsre rdeal lor areas thal only need be
tiqhlecl., il an inrruder apptoaches.

Poqe four

LEGAL ADYISOR: AUTO INSUAANCE ON OUR O\ffN
Bv M. Jelleries
1;IiILL JOE RETURN TH E DOUGH ? In
'I 989 our or,rrn JOE P. RODDY rereived
the cily'E largesr bonu:, !3,24O, Ior
his 1ob perlormanca as trlerk of city
courlE. Recently, almost halt ol
Eoddy'r Traliic Violation Bureau statl
was arreited tor r realing 5 6OO-8Ot) a
day srnce 1989 Sounds like Joe':
perlormance did not include watching
his emFloyees. Constdering
lost 53OO"OO.l, rhouldn't J
rhe bonus dough?

the clry
oe tetufn

BETTER DAILY TAKE. FPSE': own
DitA'/hlE HESTER, managet ot lhe
lood shop at 4399 Gibson Ar"e ha:
cl osed hi5:tore. Hester alleger that
rome employees were 5 teaiing L,P Io
$ ?0.0O a day. When lag I 5een, thE
em ployeer were heading tow'ards the
.ity courts oftice to apply lor a iob in
Boddy': Trailic Vialation Bureau,
where 'The hours are shorter, no snE
wa tches you a nd t he da ily t a ke is
bett er. "

LEAP OF FAITH. For the tirst time a

Houiing Corp executive direttor has
purchased a hou:e tn FPSE. Our own
KATE ftOTH now resides on Arco Arze.
ls this a sign at taith ln the FPS E or
ar did;he.; ust begin to believe her
ollice propaganda ?

qLL 8AD THlNGS. No longer FP5E's
e\o/n. TOh,t GOSH EN hat moved trom
the neighborhood. Over the Palt fer^/
years Ga:hen': rchemes depleted the
lrl er,nr Boyl e lrl ci ghbo rhoo d A s s oci a -

tian's treasury. He was trtrtce nearly
removed lrom the FPS E H ousing
Corp.': board ol directors lor ques'
tion ab le a cr ivi!ieE . Y es , even a ll b ad
things come to an end. tSuaanne.
you a re t org itren . l

IRONY. Our or /n anri-crime party.
lrlational Night Out, had 1u:t ended on
Arco Ave., when there t.va5 a shoot-
ing and robbery on Gibson Ar,'e. Bet-
tei hope no onE halds anti-nuclaar
,..var rally on Arco or the enllte neigh-
borhoad could reallY be in trouble.

TI'JO TACOg A.ND A SERMON TO GO.
Despite aFpearances, the bui'lding at
4454 Manchester is.not a Taca Bell.
It is the newly remodeled Netr,r Hope
Temple Church. TheY serve lait
relrgion, not lart lood.

Ll rE FATHER LIKE SON. FPSE': own
JOE P- RODDY is htto,r,n ta take credit
lor anyrhing not marked with a bro-nze
Flaque. Apparenrly hrs son, ALDER-
hIA.N JOE D RODDY. is lollowing his
lather's exdmFl,E. Although not in'
vitEd to co-host hlational Night Out by
ei thei the National Nlight Out Commit-
tee or Block l-tnitr 5 or 6, Alderman
Boddy reportedly allo.ared his name to
bc lirted at co-host on rhe lliers
distributed in FPSE. He really must
be a chip of t the old crork.

SCHOOL FOR 9CANDAL. Board mem-
bers ol the 17th Ward Franklin D.
Roo: evelt Dem ocra t ic C lu b's ju 5 t
tran't keeP out of the headlines. ln
February.City Counselor JAMES J.
',#lLgOlrl was reprimanded lor using
trrty statianarY to request donations
lor'Cor Je:u AcademY. ln earlY Aug-
usr, it wa: tevealed that Citlt 3sg1t-
rrar PELHAM J. ROBINSON had not
paid hit property taxes,tor_3_-y"e3!1 

:in mrd-Augrjrr the POST-DISPATCH
called tor "[OE P. B0 DDY's resignation
becauEe ol hi5 mismanagement of the
.rty courts. ,And we strll have lour
rnonth: ro go unlil 199?.



ALDERMA}{ RODDY
HEPOfiTS

iy K Ch ar.r I Ie
The cily has carrtnris5ioned a siudy ot
the area belia'reert the Djalhitrgtirtr
i-lniversir.v, 3t Louis l.,ni'rersily arid
Deacones s horpilEls. The sltJdy rr'rll
deteimine lhe leasibilitv ol creaiing a

'Technopolrs', a high-tech ,;etller
r-elat ed t o lh e rrr ed ica I indu s l. y

The Forrd and 0rug Adrnirrislralion
has expressed some interesl i11 ieio.a-
iing to lhis area. The FDA is s earch-
ing lar d nevr, or exis ting building ol
5O.OO0 s quare leel Half 'r""rul,l lie
used lor ol{ices and the renrainder lor
;aboratorie5 The lat:ilitY'vvould anal-
y?e ptes L{ iprrarr drugs and ,:orrdu(ll
i*5eaii:h on rrerr dtugs ffo,1dy s taled
ihai iobs paying r-rp ta 5? OOIhr rfiay
[,e available, if Technopolis is.-teate,J

6,-idd.v again slared lhat he hr:s se1
aside i 1oO,0oO ldr inrpro"eniertts
;rlolg Manalresler irre He e^plaineil
ihnr nolhing has yel ni,cutred be-
iause. 'rqfa5 dirsotis lied 'oriih lhe
olans dotre by the 5t lDUis [te\/elop-
.nent Coroorati,:n ia tity agertc yl '
ihe t eiec.ied plans inclr.rded r-,lanting
lrees belv'reen parking oteas dl the
ir'ande\/enler-Chor.rteau errd rrl l"'lan-
,:he5 1er a park al the ittter:ectiort of
Torarer Gr oire a nd M a n{.her l er an d 'i11 -

olher park ftn the lf ings highrr.ray-Cadet -

Ma nr hes t €r 'vvedge T r eei ,i,tould a is o
t,e planted along the lenglh ol Man-
chesler Several easl-r^re51 SlIeet5
,arould 54 r-losed rnhere rhey itltef'-.eci
Manihester. 5,tnre demolitiol'l is
rEportedly srrggesterl in lhe plan.

Boddy cDntinued,'l harTe been
liying 1o gE1 l-eon 5lraus5 interested
in ihe praject'Lean itrauss was lhe
derreloper ol De Balivier Neighbarhood
and rhe Fo:,r TheaIer. RePartedlY,
3traurs ha: shoron lillle interest in
rhe Manaheiler pralect

Radd y announced that he tryill s uP-
porl Ihe Hous ing Corp f)I'lposai 1o
r:lose all past-i/desl 5treal: ;lr:nq Nei*-
51s6cl Arre This is iit additiorl io pl;1n5
already appro\1ed lo bic,..ik Arco a{1d
Grbson ar t+! anrhester The {losing5
irrrill be lor a 6-monih trial iSee
STBEET CLOSlhl Gi: Page 1 t

The aiderman erpres:ed supptrt
lof a plan 1o mske F,rretr Pafk. a iirint
ciry-counly \/pnIUre He stateci,'\fu'e
nee,l the ad,1;tior)al n,,J')ey l,r irr,0io\Je
lhe parl'' \Nherr pter:ed icr iilote
detail5. horraeuer R.rdd,1 ad{r.-ritred he
,A1ts5 +noi reallY rrrrell-tnlarnted on 5oma
aspeclr ot the issue.'

PET CORITEH
ALLIAI\CE trOR ANIIUAL

LE GISLATION
By S. Bowie
i.,,lissouri rdnks thard in cIUell$ lo ani-
mals tsnd their Dlighl is gelling worse.
A bill inlroduced inlo the legislalure
,3s1 yeBr '.arould have reQUired animal
shellers tsnd Dounds 1o surrender all
unadooled animals tG resEarchers.
The session ended belore lhe bill was
voled on. but it gassed this sess ion, a

ouick humane dealh would no longer
be assured for animsls broughl lo the
o ound .

.Alliance lor Animal Legislalisn
wtss eslablished in 199O 1o work f or
laws 1o prolecl animtsls f rom econom ic
exploilalion, neglecl and abuse. The
Alliance will monilor tsnd lobbY ror
bills aboul the lrealmenl ot animals,
provide experl leslimony 1o legisla.l lve
bommittees when needed and produce
newslellers 3nd bullelins 1O keeF lhe
DUblic inlormed. .Annual dues lo loln
ihe allrance are $ 1O.0O 3nd can be
sent 1o Alliance tor Animal Legislation
in lrtissouri. P.O. Box 270O14, S1.
Louis, Mo. 631?6.

STEEtrTCARS By lvlatgE BErg

"Where did atl rhe St. Louis Streetcars
go?" someone asked me sevetai weeks
ago. Al ter a mom€nl i answeteri .

'Eo'orn sourh. along with the bticl'rs
lrom all the houseE demolishe.i itr the
197Os "

Streetcar! were the'mals iransil"
beiore thal exDressi*n \rriri eoined
Thev tan oltetr, nevet more than tett
minutes apEIl. exceDl aller nridnrghl.
The Grand Arzenue sllBelcats ran evel v
live minutes. The slreelcars r,rere
painted a bright veiiaw anci oere well-
maintained.

Mv earliest recoliection was oi a
r'!^ro-man caf The mctorm an was in
lronr arrd lhe conductot r^/as al the
rear. Y'ou ',nJould enler al the lear. Dav'
vour lare and exit ironr the tront oi
lhe car al the end ol vour ride. Latet.
iI became a one rnan oDeralion. Fates
were collector bv the molorrfian ll1 lhe
lranr oi Ihe car and tider5 exited lrom
a side door. U,r'ork on streelcais t/Jas a
gooci steadv iob. but lar men oniv.

At least 5it s lreelcar iines setvic-
ed lhis rreighborhaod. The Manchesler
and Forest Patk lines ran east to Uown

unleg:
ner gh-

es 5 !G/e

town and wesl lo Kirkwood. Bichmotrd
Heighrs anrj Ciavron. The Taylor.
l(ingshighwav, Vondevenler and !arah
ran north to south.

During rush hour downtowrr. ii the
lirs r streelca|Alas iuil and pas sed bY,
thefe ',^as atwavs atlolher car close
behind. ln the middle oi the sIreels
there was a saiety ;one lor Passatr-
geis, where r)o aul6mobiie was aliorru-
ed to drive. During the lg3(is the lare
arrd a liee transler ',/uere aboul I€n
cenrs. Errervbodv rode the ilreetcat
during rhe deprersion.

iremember one parlicuiar 5iree1 aat
ride irom my chilcihoad iiter chutch
on'>unday my nrolher packed a ptcnic

GET TOLTGI{ ON DNUGS
{r32 -,[3 3 3

St Lour: P*lice admit that the drug
and i:rime problem i: tao brg tor them
to handie alone They need Dur helP

GET Tur-lGH r: a prngram If n5:r:.t
the pnlice in riddrng netghhorhocds ol
diug dealer: and hou: e: . i l vou knotrr
of c( Suspect drug ac!r1,/lty on Your
rtr€el . rall the NARCOTICS HOTLiNE
aI 6 i 2-+333. 'r'r,ur call '.oitll not be
traCed. hlO One rrurll kno.r.r vtrhr you
are. No one r,tiiil come to vour doot
No one r".,,ill ask, vour name t'ou tan
give rrvhat intormatton You have to
them in complete security.

Orher cities- kept at learl
Dne gtreelear linq oPeratrng.

St Louis only has the'one in'"the
movle.

Durn t €o.nPlain abu.ut crlm e,
you are wriling to fight it. Our
borhood wrll ne\,,et be:ate unl
'.ryork urrth rhe police

SENIOR SOCIAL EXPANDS
Ey fi. Sandall
Gibson Heighls Presbyterian Chutch
t l O75 5 . Ta'ilorl has €xpande'J iI5
SEnror Social 1$ IWice a monlh. The
highly EUCcesstul program provldes B

Saturday's arlErnoon of enlerlainmeni
rs tsny FPSE senisr, reqarr,less o,
religious atfilialion, each second and
lasa 5 aIUrdav. lncl uded ate a meal'
movie and sing-along, Bes er1/'alions are
not require,J, buI the church fequesls
rnal those Flanning Io altend ca,l
531 -0640 and leaue a messEge on lhe
answerinq machine. Senior Soci al is
pafl of lhe church'5 outreach program.

poqe fiye

basket. We boarded a streetcar and
rode ro the enci oi the iine. Then
boarded the Crsve Couer Lake
ooen-air Elreercar lor the rioe itrto
the amusemenl paik. This !iree1 -

car had lanq wooden setsls the , /idlh
rrl rhe car. Eoch seat could hoid I Io
i 0 peoole The car was ooen on bolh
ends ol the ieats for boarding. Thete
was r1o too oeck. as one iee! in
mrrries. but it did go ''Clang, clang,
ciang". like the rrollv in the movi€-MEET ME IN 5T LOL]iS".

Anorher slreelctsr i remember.
'!^ras a rroilv- it had a shorl run ironr
rhe old Countv Hosoilal in f. lavlon,
dowrr ,Arvdosrn Io Sl.inker and across
5k.inker ta Delmar. There ir revers€d
and ran back. lt looked iik.e rhe
Toorerrriile Troll!.' lrorn rhe comics
an ri r an evef v t'rrent v rn irrutes . i

Locie rhis s rreelcar whenever i babv-
sal lor a .gounq couple. when i was
in high s chool ,

The iasl itreetcar iine in 5 t.
Lours was the Olive. it was replaced
absut 2O vears ago My husband,
daughrer and i rook our gtandchildren
lor one las t nostaigic ride iust t,eiore
ir s topped running Othet cities har;e
i\epI ai ieasl Dne slreelcat line oper -

aring and have turned them inlo
tou;isr allracrions. Unlorrunateiv,
:3r Louis onlv has the trollv in rhe
movies.

S P,{ G IIETTI DINNE R
Ey Fl. 5 an dall
On Sarurc,av Oclsber 19, 1991,
Gib5on l-lelghls Presb'/lerianChurch
{ l O75 5. Ta';lst} rrytll 5Don5sr il5
5 €COnd annual Fall 5 0agheili Dinner
trc'm 4.3o 1o 7.3O PM Adull tic-
kets are $4.OO in aduance an'J 14.50
zt th€ door. Ch,ldten un,Jer I ? are
5l.oc. ln addilion Io spaghellj.
Ihere \Jvil, be salad. bread, refresh'
m ents arrd ,le:erl. Th€ dinnel will
be serued in Fello!.'/5hiEj Hall. Use
Ih€ Arcs Aue. enttance.

THE GART'EN AP{}THECARY
THYME FOR EETTER TIMES

Ey ,1 Po,rtellel
'lhrme (l hImus "ulgtsrlsJ ls a corrr-
i-nc,n spir:e in kitchen5, but il has a

rich hislnry rn tsFolheanri€5 e:<1end-
ing bsil:.efiluries Thlmol is the
acii.r'e ingreiient ln thyme. ll ls 3n
anliseptac. €xpeatoranl and anlilus-
1i\re irelie're: coughtngi.

Dr. l,lhn Farns-HtL!lUlllg tu
uvotrh {FiEADER'5 OIGEST 1986}.
5prtsyrnE 1ea rerade {rom thyme leaves
rn1o,y'our lhrcat rnarimiieE ils expec-
t6ranl el{ects. Tc us E lt 3s an anli-
sepli.], rnake a pasle trorn rnashed
leaveE and apply t,: in{lamed areas
6ttu >gtE)

Thyme is a perenrrial herb. ir re-
quites {airl1 dry alkalrne soll and is
susceptible lo lungus in moist condi-
tions- Th'ime qrovlJs to l5 inches
hioh and bes t rn f ull s un. l1 can be
:tirted lrom seeds or Froptsgated b,r
di$ision.

DID YOU KNOW"'
The highes r poinl in FPS E i5 al rhe
pedestridrr walkwald acro5s HighwaY
4O. The elevalion here is 51O teet
absu/e sea level. ln cuntrasl, lhe
lswest pr:int in the neighborhood is
11€ar lhe intersecrion of Chouteau
anci Vandevenler, onlY 475 feel
ebo,.Je sea level .

lf all ol Ihe Polar ice would mel t,
the iise in sea level would make
FPSE a seaside resorl, lscsrsd on an
arm,rf Ihe Gulf of Mexico. Waves
woul'J be getrlly lapping along Sarah
Aue.



EDiToRIAL: SHOULD JOE, P. RODDY RESIGN OR BE fIAED?
On August 8, police arrested eight em-
ployeei of the Traflic Violation Eur-
eau. lr is alleged that over the lasl
lew years they Etole $3OO.OOO in
rralf ic line payments. Joe P Boddy.
Clerk *l City Courts, adminis ters lhe
Eurea u.

Alter the arrests, serreral alder-
men. the PCIST-filSPATCH. and Watch
At City H all. a cirirens group, cailed
lor Boddy's resignation or dism is sal.
Boddy says he will not resign; Mayor
Schoemehl gave Roddy a vor€ oi con-
li dence,

Before deciding il Boddy should be
held responsible lor the thelt in his
deparlment.. we need Io know s0me-
thinq aboul his history and his recold
as an administralor,

Roddy losr his re-election rs Cir-
cuit Clerk lo Freeman Bosley in 1982.
Schoemehl then appointed him lhe
Administrator-Clerk ol City Courts.
Boddy was one ol the lirst ward boss-
es to endorse Schoemehl lor mayor.
Since then, Eoddy has championed
Schoemehl 's caus es , Many people
slare thal Boddy s appointment ro the
Clerk's ollice wtss a political payback
for past and lulure support. Foddy s

salary is about $5O,OOO.
Clerk of City Courts is a patronaqe

position appointed by the mayor. His -

torically, i1 was a',aearded more {or pol-
irical supporr, thBn comperency of rhe
appointee. Boddy did not have to
co m pel e with ot her c an dida t es or
demcnstrate thBI he \Jas the mosl
qualilied p€rs cn {or the 1ob.

On paper, Boddy's qualilications
are impressive. He reportedly served
15 years as alderman and 14 years ss
Circuit Clerk. He was Democratic
commrtteeman lor lhe 17th Ward and
Democratic City Central Commitlee
chairman.

According to POST-DISPATCH
stories f rom 1983, Boddy w6s a poor
olfice manager. His man concern. as
Circuit Clerk, seems lo have been the
2OO patronage positions he controlled,
nol lhe tsccounling or running ol his
o{lice. Earbara Hill. a Boddy employ-
ee al the Circuit Clerk's ollice, stated
that Boddy required €veryone who

When Eosley took office. he re-
quested a complete departmental au-
dit. lt revealed serious de{ects in the
"horse and E'uggy. eccounting svElen'
used by Boddy Among rhe problems
r /ere 583.50O lhat could nol be
assigned lo the F'roper files because ol
flar.nred records and t97,3OLl thdl hBd
not been refunded. .A srmilar prohlem
had arisen in I 98 1 r,n*hen i I O7.OOO
could not be assigned to the ccrrecl
accounls. fiaddy did nothing aboul ir.

Ldhot tl^e{l? U)e looft t4 f 1

ue 3oL f tve dollavs. f t LLI
ve Jollo,vs;
at eE s fo frlq.

Auditotr poinled I[, adminirrrali\]e
problems identical 1o rhose icrund in
Boddy's City Court ollice They nor-
ed thal the accounling sysrem could
not derecl fraud or petly lheil because
o{ lax internal controls. Bor ley up-
dated Ihe accounling 5y5tem and re-
ponedly saved the ciry $5OO.OOO rhe
lirr t year

Arrdrts ol Rndriy's City CorLrrs
allice indicare Ihar poor managemant
pracliceE characreriies hiE adminislra-
Iion Raddy's deparlmenl wa: alleged
lo have been in chaos earlier thii yedr
In responEe.. he hired parr Neighbor-
hood Liaison Ol{icer Patricia Griltin
McHugh. 5he organire Roddy's deparr-
and aleiled Eoddy to rhe 5uspicious
acl i\/il ies ol Burea u em ployeet . Bo ddy
apparenlly was aware o{ nothing be-
belore her reports.

Since rhe theils urere uncovered,
Boddy has instiluted several changes
in Ihe Bureau to prevenl addirional
lhell. It is unknown i, all polential
problems have been addressed.

N€iIh€r s IaIs nor ii'rI€rnsl audi!5
discouered Ihe Ihefts. This ir nsI
ri.rrprising. ,An audit is snl'y' ar goud
r,s lhe records audited. Bursau ern-
plovees allegedly altered rhe re-
,;srrJs to hide Ihe rhetli.

Aurliturs had crilicired Hsddy'5
mailagerrrent l$ng befofe the theffs
vver€ diEctJtsred. They vvam€d hihr
Ihat the Bursau did fist reconeils
litre payments \,viIh tolal rickets
procEsEed. Had this recomnrerrda-
tion b€e11 irrrplemcnrtsd, Ihs Iheft
rariqht have b,eerr d€tecled soonei.
It was not and lhe theft continued.

Auditilrr critici:ed Ihe Bureau s
faull y rrcord keepinE and specilic-
ally warned thel thef I could occur
becaus e ssnre efllpl0 yees had Iso
much cofilrol sl cash. Boddy claims
io have made changes, but they
were ineffectiue. The theft contin-
ued unabated.

ihere have b€en accus atror'rs
thal Buddy does not Epend enough
riffre ar his affic€. Orre enrployee
explained,'Mr. Soddy is an old man
{7i} and nol in gorrd health. \'0u
trail'I exp€tr1 him lo $rork all da y.'
Neighbors on Gibson Ave. and orher
FPSE residenrs have c,smfienred on
how frequently Eoddy is 5een in rhe
neiglrborh'rod during Ihe day.

Mayor Schoeriishl irnd Circuil
Attorney Pearh do not blame Boddv
for Ihe lhefis, nor does Boddy
blam e him self . ln contras i, Viruus
Jorres, Ihe POS T-DISPATCH, s€veral
aldermen and Vdatch at Cit'l Hall do
hold Eoddy reEponsible fsr y,rhat
h;rppened in hir depart,ire,tt.

Schoenrehl carrnot fite Roddy
svrthoul bringing crilicisnl on hirn-
;elf Roddy is a S choenrehl apoin-
le€. To blame HEddv wsuld irnpi 

'dthal the rfla?0r erred in Eelectiitg
hinr Suhoenrehl also needs Ruddy l
EUpporl in the upcoming elecilsn.

Oid Roddy miemanage his office
and:hould he resign ur be fired?
These are gueslions we must each
Bnguver f or oursglues. We have a
righr ts answer them b€cause the
n-roney slolen was giJrE.
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LETTERS TO TPSE
BODDY MUST GO

Members ol Watch Bl Cily Hall were
srunned by Mayor Schoemehl's vote of
conlidence in Joe P, Boddy, head of
the Tralf ic Violation Eureau. Schoe-
mehl's suFport of Boddy is another be-
trayal of lhe rrust ol the people o{ Sl.
Louis. lt makes a mockery of the pol-
ice lorce and tarnishes the reputalion
ol everyone in city Government.

We a gr ee with S ch oem ehl 's cla im
lhal Boddy had nothing to do with the
rhert. bu1 lhat is the problern. ll
Roddy was competenl in his job. he
should have been Bware that $6OO-8OO
a day were being stolen. A decrease
in lines should have aroused his suspi-
cion, il he was attenlive to his job.
Roddy has only 18 employees in the
Eureau tc supervi:e; so. whal was he
doing? Because o{ Roddy's incompe-
t€ncy, valutsbte poiice lime was wast-
ed writing violalions thtsl did not gen-
erate despertslely needed rsvenue f*r
r he cirY.

Roddy has heip.ld keep 5t. L,:urs
under the thumb of polilical rranipula-
tois {or years. He rs o{ lhe same rlk
as Boss Tweed oi Tammany Hall and
Maynr Dai*y of Ihicago. Foddy's ap-
potfilmenl as head of the Bureau wa5 E

payoff tor pasr and fulure support ol
Schoemehl, lf Boddy has any dignity
or concern lor Schoemehl's credibility,
he would resign and allow a new
appointee to reElore conridence ln lhe
of I ice.

Thomas Boulch, Chairman
WAfCH ar Ciry Hall

590? Morganford

LOSS OF CONTHOL

Plans to allow Family Care Center
of Carondelel take over Ihe Banken
Health Clinic will remove control of the
clinic {rom our neighborhood Banken
HealIh Committee r,,vill have only four
people on a lifleen,-nember board. We
will have no conlrol in the new clinic
or whal hapf'eni in our neighborhood

The e arondeler group lrvill swn the
buildinq the new clinic iE in The,/ will
es IabliEh Folitrier and prsErarfir It a
disagreemen! arises belween Ihe IEr-
ondels! group and the Health (lurnmir-
Iee sr lhe neighborhood, we will nol
have rhe f inal say on whar happens.
Once Ihe aar,Jndelel grcup is in, they
wi!i call rhe s hoi5.

The Carondelet group Sets m*i1E?
lroro the Feds. ll lhf q*uernrfierl!
requires thal ledrrally funded healrn
groups musr esIablish sut-pi?lisnr *rug

clinics, where do you think lhe Car-
ondelet gro-up would locate Ihe
clinic: in Carondelet or FPSE?

Members ot the Healrh Commit-
tee's Board of Directors Eay we
muEt merge with Carondelet or lace
bankruptcy. But what has our Board
done tD raise money? ll Carondelet
gets granti lrcm the Federal Govern-
ment, why can't we?

Having the Carondelet group
tak.e over Sanken Health is an eas y
r^ray 1o get a building and expanded
iervices. lt may be what the Direct-
or wanti. whal SLU's nursing school
rcantij and \r,,hat Carondelet wan!s.
But rhe key phrase is "rake over.'
From the n'lomenl that rhe Caronde-
let grsup moveE in. the Health
Committee and the neighborhood will
have lo:I centrol.

Nrme withheld bv request

' Hame, addreEs and phone
number muEt accompany all letters.
Some editing tor length and clarity
may be required. Send I0: FPSE
NEWS & VIEWS, {42O Arco Ave.,
5t. Louis, Mo. 63110.

N&V gaurentees Epace tor a
reFly to the subjectr 0l all
edil oria ts
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