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THIRD POLICE
DISTRICT PUBLIC
AFFAIRS MEETING

Date: Thursday, March 12, 1992

Time: 7:00 P.M.

Place: Gibson Heights Presbyterian
Church, 10758 & Tavior Ave.

Topic: Crime Prevention Through Urban
Design

Everyone is invited. Refreshments will
be served after the meeting.

FOOTBRIDGE CLOSES

By K. (Chauffe

Faced with increased night-time vio-
tence, the city has proposed closing
the tootbridge over Highway 40 from
8:00 P.M. toc 6:00 A M. Chain link
gates and ftences will be constructed
at each end of the bridge.

During the day, the Highway 40
footbridge provides a quick, safe and
convenient shortcut to the West End
for FPSE residents. Using the bridge
can save about ten minutes each way.

At night, the crossing seems very
ditferent. Despite lighting, both ends
of the foothridge are shadowy, isolat-
ed areas. To the north, chain link
fences enciose the walkway, except
where it exits onto the deserted end
of Euclid Avenue. There are no alter-
nate routes of escape; nowhere to run
tf trouble develops. To the south,
alleys, rear yards and vegetation pro-
vide numerous dark hiding places. Re-
egardless how much traflfic streams
betow on the Highway 40O, vou are gn
your own when using the tootbridge at
night .

Crimes at or near the bridge have
continues an page 3

GIBSON HEIGHTS PARK

By Mark Jefferies

Plans for a pocket park on the vacant
lot at Mewstead and Gibson have been
approved by Block Unit 8. Commit-
ments for deonations of services and
money {or the project are contirmed.
A spring tund raiser may be needed.

As the tirst prize for winning
1980 National MNight Out. Operation
SafeStreet is working with Block Unit
8 to convert the vacant LRA-owned
let at the northwest comer of Gibson
and Mewstead avenues into a pocket
park.

The proposed park design (see
diagram. page 31 was approved by
Block Unit § in January. According to
FPSE architect Stan McKay, *The park
will be divided into three areas: green
space. flower garden and compost
center.” Total cost for the project is
§16,000. This will include new side-
walks. new garden soil, planting of
tlowers and trees. construction of the
compost center and installation of
bollards aloeng Gibson Ave. to prevent
vehicles from driving onto the park.

The high cost is primarily tor im-
proved infrastructure. McKay stated.
continues an page 3

CORBIN’S LOUNGE - LIQUOR LICENCE REVOKED

By K. Chauife

In January undercover police officers

purchased packaged liquor for ofi-
premise wuse from Corbin's Lounge.
Subs equent investigations reveaied

that owner J. Corbin had not registered
several of his bartenders with the Ex-
cise Commission. Because of these
viglations, Excise Commissioner Robert
Kraiberg revoked Corbin's licence to
seli alcohol at Corbin’s Lounge. Corbin
may appeal the decision, and can sell
alcoholic beverages during the appeal
process.

For more than twenty-five years J.
Corbin has operated Corbin’'s Lounge at
4344 Manchester Avenue. Long-term
residents described the Lounge as a
neighborhood bar, but not the type of
place to take the family. One Qakland
resident stated. "My hushand used to
go there, but | wouldn't go in alone. It
was a ‘downside neighborhood bar,
not especially clean inside or oput ™

As the area economically declined,
the Lounge's patrons changed. iIn the
mid to tate 1980s, complaints against

Corbin’s Lounge increased. Men fre-
quentiy purchased packaged liquor
from Corbin's and drank on the

adjacent parking lot or sidewalk. Bot-
tles and cans littered nearby proper-
ties. WUsually the men were just noisy,
but sometimes they were violent.
Murders occurred in 1989 and 1891

In 1887, FPSE residents protested
the renewal of Corbin's liquor licence,
claiming Corbin's Lounge was a detri-
ment to the neighborhood. Excise
Commissioner Robert Kraiberg suggest-
ad that neighborhood problems could
be resolved i Corbin would not seli
liquor "to go*. Corbin's licence was
renewed, but it prohibited the sale of
liguor for ofi-premise consumption. A
1987 agreement. signed by Corbin,
permitted Kraiberg to revoke the licen-

ce for any violation of this ban. " The
agreement has applied to all subse-
quent - licence renewais by Corbin,”

stated Kraiberg.
in 1990 Corbin was charged with
viotating the agreement. A bartender at

Corbin’s Lounge reportediy sold
package liquor for off-premise use.
Corbin claimed ignorance of the sale.
Excise Commissioner Kraiberg im-
posed 3 three-day suspension of
Corbin’s licence.

A more rowdy crowd began fre-
quenting Corbin's Lounge and loiter-
ing nearby in 1881, illegal drug
activity increassed nearby. Neighbor-
hood complaints grew. At the Febru-
ary 14, 1882 Excise Commission
hearing. Police Officers Terance Miller
and Hayward Brown testified that
Corbin’s Lounge was well known to
the Third District (police) because of
the numerous complaints received.
Miller also testified that he had inves-
tigated alleged narcotics activity on
the premises of the bar.

In December of 1881 Roger Fields
was murdered outside of Corbin's
Lounge after evicting several under-
age men from the bar. Some reports
state that Fieids was employed 3s 2
security guard at the Lounge when he
died. Corbin repostediy denies this.
Following Fields  death, FPSE resident
Jackie Jackels organized a candie-
lght wvigil to protest the murder and
to bring public attention to Corbin’s

Lounge. Since then, many area
residents have demanded the bar's
closure.

According to testimony from
Missouri Division of Liguor Control,
the Division received reports that
Corbin’s Lounge was violating its

licence by selling packaged ligquor for
off-premise consumption. MDLC
Officer Dobb Netherwill claimed to
have purchased two 12-ounce cans of
beer "to go” from Corbin's Lounge on
Jan 3, 188Z. Police Officers Miller
and Brown also testifisd fo
purchasing 6-packs "to go© on
January 8 and 14. The purchase on
the 14th reportedly was made with
the knowledge and consent of =
Corbin.

During the resulting investigation
the Excise Commissioner's office dis-

continues on page 2

ARCHWAY BUYS VILLA PROPERTY

By Mack Jefferies

Archway Sales, previously Archway
Chemical, has purchased the Villa
Lighting property at 4155 Manchester
Avenue through its subsidiary, Jaruba
Corporation.  As part of its planned
renovation, Archway has requested the
city wacate the section of street from
Manchester Ave. to the planters that
block Gibson Ave. i{See map page 2.
it approved, the street will be
converted into additional parking for
the Archway complex. in exchange,
Archway will tence and landscape the
parking lot. Archway will occupy the
Villa display building. The adjacent
warehouses are for sale.

Archway Sales {4321 Chouteau
Ave.l is moving its sales department to
the WVilla Lighting Complex at 4155
Manchester. According to project co-
ordinator Amy Baumstark, Archway
purchased the property through its pro-
perty-holding subsidiary, the Jaruba
Corporation. A major element in

requested by Archway

the proposed landscaping and redevel-
opment of the property is the expan-
sion of the parking lot to include the
section of street from Manchester
Ave. northward to where planters
block the 4200 block of Gibson Ave.
The Board of Aldermen must approve
vacating a public street. Baumstark
stated that Alderman Roddy supports
the plan. Board approval is not
expected for several months.

At the February FPSE Housing
Corporation meeting, Baumstark said
the expanded parking area will allow
more efficient use of the property.
She stated, *It will provide access to

the rear warehouse for 40-48 foot
tractor trailers, enhance landscaping
along Manchester and Gibson, and

afford greater security for employees
and visitors.”

Because the 4200 block of Gibson
is now blocked, the section of street
is used primar-
continues on page 2



covered that Corbin had not registered
three of his bartenders, as is reqguired
by faw. Also, one bartender was &
convicted telon and therefore disqual-
ified from tending bar.

Charges fiied
included:

1. Failing to register bartenders

Anita Godby, James Rue and
Tina Clark.

2. Employing 8 felon as s barten-

der.

3. Selling fiquor for off-premise

consumption.

Corbin pleaded innocent to all
charges. He claimed his failure to
register Godby and Rue were slight
oversights.,  Corbin stated Tina Clark
is his daughter and not an employee.
"She only substitutes for me when |
am a3t lunch or away for a short
while,® Corbin said. Neighborhood
residents challenge this claim, declar-
ing that Clark essentiaily runs the
Lounge.

Corbin said he was ignorant of his
bartender’'s police record and he has
since fired that person. Barienders
are required to register with the Ex-
cise Comrmission so their police record
can be checked.

Corbin admitted selling packaged

agsinst Corbin

fiquor, but did not recall the sales to
Miller or Brown. He claimed the re-
striction on his licence had been re-

moved. Corbin stated, *| didn't seil it
{packaged liquor} for a long time, bul
then | sent in the petitions and spoke
1o Mr. Pelham Robinson and Mr.
George Hines. They said they would
speak 1o you (Kraiberg) about getting
my package licence back.. . You can
ask Mr. (J. P} Roddy. He knows
Robinson sand Hines. ™

Robinson is the City Begistrar, son
of 17th Ward Democratic Commitige-
woman Toney Bobinson and a board
member of the 17th Ward's FOR
Democratic Club. The late George
Hines was the minorities representa-
tive for the FOR Club.  J. P. Roddy is

ARCHWAY

ilyv by the Archway properties. 't
vacated, most of the street area will
be raised to the height of the current
parking lots. A six-toot high, black,
4-channel wrought iron tence with
halt-tnch sgquare bars will be installied
acroess Gibson and along Manchester
avenues. The tence will have an
electronic gate.

City code reguires at least 5% ot
parking areas be maintained as green
space. Landscaping aloeng Manches-
ter and across Gibson will be inside
the fence to insure proper maintan-
ance and avoid wvandalism. Bradtord
pear or maple trees will be planted
every 20 feet along the tence. Hedges
ot spreading vews, forsythia and/or
barberry are alse planned.

Mo major ailterations are scheduled
for the buildings, but some repainting
and repairs are expected. Additional
lighting, equipped will motion
detectors, may be added.

Archway will lease or sell the two
warehouses. According to Beb Flynn
Reality, the asking price for the small-

er warehouse (7300 sq. ft.} east of
the display building is $120,000.
Archway i3 asking 3395,000 for the

larger t27,000 sqg. it.] warehouse and

ottice to the rear ot the property.
*The most likely purchaser of the
warehouses will. be a local distri-

butorshup,” stated Baumstark.

Special arrangements were made
with Dan Corbin, 4178 Manchester-
the property immediately west ot
Archway's parking area. Corbin will
be ailowed to use the parking lot and

page two

CORBIN’S LOUNGE

from page 1

Clerk of City Courts, father of Alder-
man Joe D. Roddy, and a board mem-
ber of the FODR Club.

Robinson claims his conversation
with Corbin was limited to defining
legal aspects of the liquor.licence, He
stated. *At the time | spoke to Corbin
I was unaware there were any restric-
tions on his licence.® Robinson denies
offering to interceed with kraiberg.

Commissioner Kraiberg remember-
ed speaking to Corbin sbout his licen-
ce, but could not recall conversations
with Robinson or Hines. Kraiberg
stated, *| told Corbin that evidence of
neighborhood support would be need-
ed before | would remove the licence
restriction. Corbin submitted peti-
tions, but too many of the names were
not valid. They were from beyond the
350 foot fimit.* The ban was still in
effect at the time the packaged liquor
was sold to the undercover police.

Kraiberg found Corbin guilty of al}
charges. Because of these and the
past violation, he invoked the provi-
510N of the 1987 agreement

Corbm admntted seling packaged
Liguor, but claimed the ban on his
hcence had been removed.

andrevoked Corbhin's liquor licence.

According 1o the Excise Commis-
sioner's otfice. Corbin is prohibited
from selling alcohotl atter receiving the
wiritten decision irom the Excise Com-
missioner. Corbin mav appeal Krai-
berg's ruling 1o the Circuit Court.

Concern has been expressed that
Corbin's problem patrons may move 1o
other bars and restdurants in the neigh-
torhood. Those interviewed stated
that they will deal swifdy with any
probiems that may develop

Dan Corbin. President of the Ran-
ken Meighborhood improvement Assoc-
iatien., has stated that he is not rela-
ted 10 J. Corbin and has no financial
interests in Corbin's Lounge.

from page 1
have access 1o the rear of his bullding
from the Archway property.

Baumstark said there has been
considerable support for the proposed
plan. She stated. *in addition to Al-
derman Roddy's support, the FPSE
Housing Corp. voted 1o endorsed it.”

Villa Lighting reporiedly consider-
ed a similar plan for expanded parking
in the mid 1980s. but was unable 10
obiain needed support. Villa had also
attempied to expand westward along
the north side ot Gibson Avenue. The
company purchased 4223 Gibson Ave.,
but was unable 10 unite this parcel
with 1ts other holdings because Mary
Day (4221 Gibson) refused 10 sell her
house.

Day's refusal to sell played a role
in the 1989 17th Ward atldermanic
race. As one of the conditiagns ior his
withdrawal as 3 candidate, Gavylard
Williams obtained a promise from Joe
Roddy not 10 use eminent domaine 1o
take Day's house tor Villa Lighting.
The inability 10 expand is one ol the
reasans Villa Lighting moved from the
Manchester lfocatiaon.

DUFFY’S TAVERN

By Mark Jeiieriey

Dan Duffy plans 10 open a restaurant
at 4300 Chouteau Ave., previousiy
the location of Bruger's Cafe. He
plans 1o restore the interior and ex-
terior of the building and insiall a
new kitchen The restaurant may
open as early as May 1982,

The restaurant features a 28-foot
marble bar and walnut backbar and
booths Estimated costs of renova-
tion are 540,000 for the kitchen,
56000 for the facade and $5000 tor
new fencing around the property. The
renovatled second floor apartment will
be available for parties and neigh-
borhood meetings after the restaurant
opens.

The restaurant reportedly will be
catied Dufiy's Tavern after the owner.

Dan Duffy, and also the 1940-50s
radic and 1elevision show *Dufty's
Tavern® Breaktfast, tunch and eariy

dinner witl be served Monday through
Friday The restaurant will close
nightly at 7:00 P M. No weekend
hours are planned. Area businessmen
are expecied 1o be the main clientele.

Duffy stated that he is sensitive 1o
neighborhood concerns. He claims io
have more than 25 vyears of property

management experience To avoid
problems., there will be no public
tetephone, video games of cigareite
machines in the restaurant. *This will

etiminate much of the undesirable
walk-in tratfic.” Dufiy stated.
Although Duffy has applied for a
liquor licence. no packaged tiquor for
off-premise use will be soid. Duify
deciared, "l am planning a nice rest-
aurant. not ’3 bar or packaged tiquor
store. .. The restaurant will be a credit
to the neighborhood.” Dufiy reports
that he aimost has the reguired num-
ber of signatures 1o obtain a liguor
licence
A1 the February FPSE Housing
Corporation meeling, board members
expressed concern about the lack of
oft-street parking for the restaurant
and possible noise from the building.
Executive Director Kate Roth noled

that at the New Boyle Neighborhood
improvement Association  meeting,
Duffy stated his intent 1o have live

music occasionally

Hecause the maximum capacity of
the restaurant is about 88 peopie. an
additional 40 cars could be brought to
the area at peak times. Presently,
parking is not a problem because
many adjacent buildings are wvacant.

it could become one if residential
redevelopment near the restaurant
begins. Board members suggested

that Dufiy investigate alternatives 1o
street parking Despite the concerns,
the FPSE Housing Corp voted unani-
mously 1o approve Duffy's plan.
Nearby residents have also ex-
pressed concern about the potential

parking and noise problems. Repori-
edly. some have refused 1o sign the
petition for the liquor ticence. None

were willing 1o speak publicly.

Dutty's Tavern will be the second
festaurant to open in FPSE in less
than a vear. The other is Blits at
4301 Manchestier

Concerned {itizens of Forest Park Ycuthenst. 2
non-profit. non-political group working to
improve FPSE. publishes NEWS & VIEWA bi-
monthiv. founded in June. 1988, N&Y is de-
fivered at no <ost to approximateiv | 700
homes and numerous city officiats. N&V pro-
vides free distribution of fliers for non-profit
organizations and campaign fiterature for
candidates. This is not to be construed as
an endorsement. Contributions by FPSE resi-
dents and others pay for printing.

Direct Inquiries 10 editors K. Chauffe. B.
FFYE NEWS &

Sandall and M. Jefferies a

VIERY, 4420 Arco Awve.. St Louis. Mo,
631 10. Deadline for the next issue i5 Mav
k. 1992,




FPSE HOUSING CORP
NEWS

8y Karl Chauffe
See also ARCHWAY BUYS VILLA
PROPERTY & DUFFY'S TAVERN

January: Newstead Foodshop, Tavylor
Phase |l, Safety Awareness

Construction on 1081-93 S. Taylor
Avenue (Taylor Phase 1) is progress-
ing on schedule and under budget.

The Board will tour the building before
drywall .is installed. The building is
scheduled to be 1he Post-Disparch
house-of-the-month in April. A Real-
tors showcase will be held 1o display
1083 Tavylor and other for-sale houses
in the neighborhood. Kate Reth, Cate
Dolan, Bryan Young and Helen Sheets
volunteered 1o organize the showcase.
The Housing Corp is investigating
possible uses for the Newstead Food
Shop building, 43988 Gibson Ave.
Housing for the physically disabled is
peing considered. According to New
Boyvie Representartive Lee Jesenick,
the building will require a gut rehab.
Only 8 of the 12 units in 1088-92
S. Taylor are occupied. Executive
Director Kate Roth credited last sum-
mer's violence with discouraging pro-
spective tenants from renting. The
Board discussed renting to a mainten-
ance person who could work part-time
on the building in exchange for a low-
continues on page 4

FOOTBRIDGE from page 1

increased. More robberies and beat-
ings have been reported. The bridge
has become a quick escape route for
criminals. Last year several suspects

escaped from the West End by
crossing the bridge into our neigh-
borhood.

Several solutions to the increasing
night-time violence were proposed.
Central Institute for the Deaf consid-

ered placing closed-circuit cameras at
each end of the bridge. Continual
surveillance by Institute guards would
have been possible. This plan proved
too costly. Permanently closing the
bridge was suggested, but residents
opposed this.

The city is now proposing to con-
struct chain link fences and gates at
each end eof the bridge and to close
the bridge between 9:00 P.M. and
€:00 A M. Construction costs would
be shared by Washington {niversity

Medical Center Redevelopment Corpor-
ation and the city's Street Depart-
ment, according to ConServ Ofticer

Carole Rulo.

At Block Unit 5's February meet-
ing, residents gquestioned the message
that chain link fences and gates send
to visitors. Philip Heagney stated,
"My concern is that cyclone tfencing
and gates will say that this is not a
sate neighborhood.. it may imply that
the gates are an attempt to keep
people in here, like a prison.® He pro-
posed that the design of the tencing
and gates shouid promote security and
provide “the feeling that this area is
part ot the medical complex.® Rule
suggested landscaping could help hide
the gates when they are open. Block
Unit & endorsed closing the bridge at
night, but expressed reservation about
the planned design.

Responsibility for locking and un-
untocking the gates has not been de-
termined. Rulo stated, *Central Insti-
tute guards would be a logical choice
to do this, but there is a question of
liability. C€.1.D. is looking into this.. .
Liabitity was their only concern.”
Keys for the gates will also be given
to the police.

BLOCK UNIT NEWS

See also HARRIS STATUE UPDATE.
FOOTBRIDGE CLOSES. HOUSING CORP
NEWS & GIBSON HEIGHTS PARK.

GIBSON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORS
iBLOCK UNIT 51

January: Statue, Newsletter &
Calendar of Events

A letter has been sent to Police Chief
Clarence Harmon expressing opposition
to placing the statue of Christopher
Harris in FPSE.

Distribution of the monthly news-
letter continues to be a problem. The
block unit currently pays $25.00/mo.
to hire a teenager 1o distribute them.
but this method is unreliable.

The December holiday party was
over budget. A motion passed 10 reim-
burse up to 3200 to members for their
out-of-pockel expenses.

President Althea Bolden proposed
developing a calendar 1o help members
plan participation of neighborhood
events. She also stressed the need to
hold executive board meetings before
the monthiv meetings.

February: Membership, Adams School

& Safety Awareness Event
Block unit membership is at an all time
low. There are only five households
which have paid their dues. Treasurer
Barb Prosser encouraged evervonhe 1o
renew their membership. President
Althes Boiden stated that the block
unit needs to have a membership
drive.

Suggested ideas for the block unit
discussion during the April Safety
Awareness month include: tenant's
rights, street and driving safety and
alley safety.

J.P. Roddy requested a letter from
Block Unit 5 in support of keeping

GIBSON HEIGHTS PARK

*We (park committee) decided the
park was not worth doing unless major

By Karl Chauffe
Adams School open. The block unit
declined because ot unanswered ques-
tions about the satety of the school
building and cost of maintaining
Adams as a school. A speaker from
the school board will be invited next
month 1o address the meeting.

GIBSON HEIGHTS NEIGHBORHOOD
AGSOCIATION
(BLOCK UNIT 6)

January: Rent, Park, Commitiees,
Statue & Election Fraud

Presbyterian - Charch
on

Gibson Heights
has raised the block unit's rent
Fellowship Hall 10 $10.00/mo.
Real Estate Task Force announced
that following several evictions in
the 4500 block ot Oakland Ave., drug
dealing is decreasing. Additional let-
1ers are being sent 10 property own-
ers regarding wrash, painting, land-
5caping and porch lights.
Stan McKay presented plans for
Gibson Helghts Park {see page 1}.
During 1992, Aline Shead and
Helena Perine will deliver the month-
ly newslietters on Oakland and Arco
avenues respectively. Volunteers are
still needed for Gibson and Chouteau
avenues. Kate Roth and Karl Chautfe
volunieered 1o arrange chairs tor the
monthiy meetings. Paula Lemerman

will represent the block uhit on the
April Satety Awareness Month Com-
mitiee,

Block Unit 6 voied unanimousty ta
oppose plans 10 place the statue of
Christopher Harris in FPSE. A letter
will be sent 10 Chief Harmon suggest-
ing that the statue be placed at the
Juvenile Court Building.

Chester Perine accusad the vole
tabulators of fraud in November's
biock unit election. Discussion was
tabled because Perine had not paid
his 1992 dues.

FROM PAGE 1

will operate the composting
Park maintenance will be the

park,
center.

improvements were rmade to the responsibility of residents. If money
corner... The FIE AT s available,
problems  of | G BARNEN. oo i NS | teens o may . be
the flooding |,|3 — hired tocare tor
street, deteri- |J= Lawy ol g| the park,

grated  side- |¢|2 = [= When
walks and |~ . Z|=| completed, the
cars  driving |*|3 s, ff = %] park may be
across the fat [*|= St f//) (g\"“‘/ﬂ/ 3 teased trom the
from Gibson |,|¢ ks city tor 10
to Newstead - years. This will
had to be Ad- SIDEWALK NEWSTEAD assure that the
dressed.” tf property is not
all pledges sold. Roth
are honoured, only about $4000 will stated, "As long as the park is

be needed toc complete the project.
This money may be raised through a
series of fundraisers.

Housing Corp. Executive Director
Kate Roth stated. *The park will help
to beautify the Newstead-Gibson in-
tersection. The composting center
will be one of the demonstratiocn cen-
ters for the city.”

Neighborhood residents will be
able 1o bring yard wastes to the cen-
ter for composting and later collect
composted for their gardens. Informa-
tion will aiso be available on learning
how to compost.® Moynihan and As-
sociates, a landscaping firm located
across the alley from the proposed

LEARN ABOUT COMPOST
FREE SEMINAR
ON MARCH 25, 1992
7:00 P. M., NEW CITY S5CHOOL
at LAKE and WATERMAN AVES

maintained, LRA is not tikely to sell
the property.”

BRIGHTSIDE, MAY 16

The 1t1th annual Brighiside Blits for
Forest Park Southeast is scheduled
tor Sawurday, May 16, 1992. Block
captains and volunteers are needed
10 help beautity the streets and
alleys. Cash prizes of §25 10 $1000
will be awarded tor the best projects
Brightside will provide wash bags.
tools, mulch and tlowers.

Separate yard wastes from trash
tor separate collections. Branches,
leaves and grass, will be composted.
Also, separate recycleabie materials
such as car batiteries, motor oil, and
large apptliances. Collection will be
from 10:00 AM 10 3:00 PM.

For information of 1o volunteer
contact Brightside, 2375 Hampton
Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 6§3139-2908 or

callt 781-4556. page three



HARRIS STATUE UPDATE

Despite neighborhood gpposition,
Metro Ministry (1040 5. Taylor Ave.)
has wvoted 10 accept the stawue of
Christopher Harris for Rainbow Park.
A recent WEST END WORD article
stating that the stawue will be placed
there2 was inaccurate. No logcation for
the statue had been chosen as of late
February. The Juveniie Courts is an
alternative location being considered.

tt has been eight months since
Police Chiet Clarence Harmaon first
proposed piacing 3 siatue ot Christo-
pher Harris in Rainbow Park at the
corner ot Gibson and Taylor. Nine-
year-old Harris was used as a human
shield and killed during a drug-reiared
shooting in the 4400 block of Gibson
Avenue. Rainbow park is privaie
land owned by Metro Ministry.

Hatmon's proposal 1o place the
statue in FPSE met with considerable
apposition from neighborhood leader-
ship. The FPSE Housing Caorporation,
Block Unit 5 and Block Unit 6 voted
overwhelmingly 1o cppase placing the
statue In FPSE. Numerous residents
sent letters to Harmon and Metro
Ministry stating objections to loca-
ung the statue here .

Despite neighborhood opposition.
Metro Minisury voled 1o accept the
statue. In exchange, Metro is obtlain-
ing tree design services and financial
contributions tor Rainbow Park. This
has iead some residents 1o accuse
Mewre o! "Again seiling out 1the
neighborhood for their own gains.“
FPSE has no represeniatives on
Metlro's governing Board.

The February 6. 1992 YWEST END
WORD arucle entitled “"Boy's statue
10 be placed in Rainbow Park™ was
based solely upon an interview with

Metro's direcior, Dianne Jdohnson.
The title was misleading and
inaccurate. WEST ENMD  WORD
reporter Eileen Duggan could not
contirm where the statue is 1o be
placed.

SAFETY

By R. Sandall

MONTH

The Forest Park Southeast Housing
Corporation in co-operation with the
five block units and variocus neighbor-
hood organizations is  organizing a
month long celebration of safery. A
series ol lectures and activities are
planned 1o heighten residents aware-
ness ol safety in all aspects of life.

Propesed talks are on home and
personal  security, alcechelism  and
drug abuse. AIDS educatien, fighting
iltegal drug activity, and fire. build-
ing. and car safety. Planned actiiwvi-
ties inciude a kick-oif ceremony ior
the Gangway Gatle Program, health
and safery walk, safety parade and
safery party.

Participation in ail events is free
and open 1o everyone in FPSE. Look
for a Scheduie Of Eventis fiier on your
door soon.

GANGWAY GATES

Citicorp awarded the FPSE Housing
Corp. 3 368500 grant 1o fund a Gang-
way Gates Program. The funds will
offset the cost of gangway gates and
security lights. Charges will be on &
sliding scale and inciude installa-
tion. Two styies of 8-foot high iron
gates are available. in addition to
the gates, dusk-to-dawn motion de-
tector fights will be instalied in the
gangway. These fights turn on at
night, whenever anyone walks in the
gangway. The oificial sign-up will be
heid during Aprii Safety Month.

By K. Chauffe

warking behind the scenes. a
neighborhood group has contacied the
Juvenile Couris and reportediy convin-
ced them to olter 1o accept the statue
of Harris. Harmon is said 1o stll favor
the FPSE location, though Harris fam-
ity no ionger resides here. As of late
February, no location has been chosen
for the statue of Christopher Harris.

There is likely 10 be a protracied
delay belore the statue is erecied, re-
gardiess where Harmon wants 1o place
it. According 10 a source in the Com-
munity Development Agency, S1. Louls
City currently has a moratorium on the
ptacement ot public arr. Mo permits
will be issued for the erection of mon-
uments or for the painting of murals
an the exterior of builldings until an
ofticial policy s developed. Since
establishing a policy will reguire action
by the Board ot Aldermen. the earliest
the Harris statue could be installed is
reported to be late summer or early
tail.

ALDERMAN RODDY
REPORT

By K. Chauffe

Aldrican-American politicians are chal-
lenging in court the recenily passed
ward redisuricting ordinance. The suit
claims the redistricting plan is biased
againsi racial minorities by limiting the
number of ward in which a minority
candidate is likely 1o be elecied. Al-
derman Roddy supporied the ardinance

Mew 17th Ward boundaries exiend
westward beyvond Hampton Ave. along
Oakiand and Manchesier avenues.
Tittany, maost of McRee Town and the
Central wWest End north of Maryland
are nowe in other wards. The racial
balance of the 17th Ward has shitied
wowards a significantly ifarger white
majority.

A preliminary repoft on the propos-
egd “Technopolis®™ will be avatlable in a
few months. The conceptl is 10 Create
an integrated support newvork tor the
various medical facilities surrounding
our neighborhood.

Roddy s annhual Job Fair will be on
Sawurday., April 4, 19%92. The Souih-
Side Youih Coatition will hold ti1s an-
nual Youth Fair on Satwurday, May, 2,
1992

Roddy again expressed dissatistac-
ton with plans prepared for Manches-
ter Avenue. Following last year's an-
nouncemeant that he was budgeung
about 3100,000 for public improve-
ments on Manchaester Avenue, Roddy
requested city agencies 1o produce a
plan tor the commercial disuict.

The plan developed tor Manchestier
proposed exiensive planting of 1wrees
petween Vandeventer and Kingshigh-
way., Dne cliy source explained. *The
idea was 10 Crfeate a grove of 1rees at
each end of Manchester. These would
serve as the formal enuances 10 the
neighborhood. Parking would be Inter-
spersed among the trees in the area of
Commerce Bank and the Chouteau
Building. The 1rees would continue
aleng the avenue. seoiftening the bleak-
ness ol the stureet and concesling the
numerous vacant buiidings.”

Roddy claimed more planning and a
ctoser study of Manchester and ihe
residential area s in progress. He
stated, *There are 1wo directions 1o go
oh Manchester: demolish everyihing
and create open land where businasses
could build, or keep existing buildings
and tind a use tor them®. He did not
state which approach he tavored.

page four
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Bl fent. Community Development
Agency rejected a request for 9700
tor landscaping and improvements 10
the properiy. Fencing, new walk-
ways, and parking were some of the
tmprovements not tunded.

Allen Levin reporied that new ac-
counting praclices will generate a
more understandable financial state-
ment for Board Members. The tirst
report will be distributed next month.

Board President Cate Dolan pro-
posed holding a SAFETY AWARENESS
MONTH In April 1o raise the neighbor-

hood’'s awareness of 1the need for
safery.
Febbruary: Archway Sales. Dan Dutfy,

Executive Meeting

Amy Baumstark presented plans for
the renovation of the Vvilla Lighting

property 4155 Manchesier. See
ARCHWAY BUYS VILLA PROPERTY.
page 1.}

Dan Dufty requested Housing
Corporfation support tor his plans 10
open a restaurant at 4300 Chouteau
Ave. (See DUFFY'S TAVERN. page 2.}

1088-92 now has nine of ithe
waelve aparmments occupied.  This is
the tinancial break-even peint for the
buillding. Rents now COVer expenses.
There will be a weekend workday in
April 10 begin landscaping the proper-

1y. Low-maintenance qground cover
wiill Teplace the lawn in front of the
building.

Foliowing the public mesting., the
Housing Corp heid a private executive
session 1o discuss the treasurer’'s re-
port and the purchase real estaile.
The Board decided 1o buy 4508
Chouteau Ave., a H.U.D. toreclosure,
With ConSery ftunds. As a not-tor-
protit organization, the Housing Caorp.
has right ot tirst refusal and recejves
a 10% discount on the property.

POWER POSITIONS

By Mark Jefteries

Throughout the 1980s FPSE was in
the 64th State Representative Dis-
trict. Following the 1990 census,
boundaries were redrawn 1o reflect
changes in population and politicsl
power. Most of FPSE is still in the
541h, but the ?th Precinct of the 171h
Ward was placed into the 865th
District

tf you wote at the Church of the
Livin &od and live between Wichits
and Chouteau in the 4500 blocks or
between Arcoe and Oskiand in the
4400 block, you are in the 7th Pre-
cinct, You now reside in the 85th
District. Tom Stoff no longer repre-
sents you. Your state representative
is Anthony Ribado.

Redistricting has expanded the
"Adth District westward to the city
timits and eastward beyond Gram
Ave, so as io encompass lwo retire-
ment compiexes. The 54th has with-
drawn from the area south of (-44,
axcept for a small appendix designed
to  include Stioff's house in  the
district. The new B64th District con-
tains large parts of the Central West
End, Skinker-DeBaliviere, and FPSE.
{1 promises interesting etections.

Currently there are severzl pos-
sible candidates for the 84th District

race. They include Tom Stoff, Al
Belakhous, Tim Cusick, Gaylard
Williams, Mancy Farmer and possibiy

Barbara Quinn. Although Stoff has
filed as 3 candidate, he is not expect-
ed to run {or re-election because of
*nersonal and family reasons®. Al
continues an page S



PET CORNER

CAT FACTS

By S5. Bowie
Cats are amazing animals. They are
clean and independent. They makes
wonderful pets for anyene who is not
home all day.

Below are some interesting facts
about cats:

1. A cat's nosepad is similar to a
human fingerprint. It can be
used for identification.

2. A cat has more bones in its body
than a man, and up to 26 more
vertebrae.

3. Domestic cats can run up to a-
bout 31 miles per hour.

4. Cats sleep up to 16 hours a day.
5. Even when sleeping, a cat’'s brain
15 tuned to scunds and possible

danger.
6. Newborn cats are 4 to 6 inches

iong and weigh 2 to 5 ocunces.
They are helpiess at birth.

7. By the age of three months a
kitten's eye colour has changed
to its permanent shade.

8. Cats have over 18 miilion nerve
endings in their nose. Humans
have only S million.

8. Cats have cver 30 muscles in

each outer ear. Humans have 6.

Cats can see 6 to 10 times

better at night than humans.

10.

FunFacts About Cats from Purina Cat Chovu.

YARD WASTES
NOT TRASH ANYMORE

On January 1, 1882 the iaw changed.
It is now illegal to dispose of yard
wastes in the trash. Grass clippings,
leaves and branches now must be com-
posted. You can do this in vour own
vard and produce rich soil for your
garden, orf vou can place the wastes
into specially designated alley dump-
sters. The city will then coliect and
compost the material. Not all alleys
are presently equipted with designated
dumpsters.

Composting is easy and does not
have to involves building bins or add-
ing chemicals. To start, find an out-
of-the-way sunny location where you
can pile the vard wastes. Alternate
every four inch layver of plant material
with about one inch of soil.

Water the pile periodicalliy 50 it
stays moist. Mix it at least once a
week of whenever adding new maler-
ial. Between mixings. cowver the pile
with plastic or a heavy cloth. This
prevents drying, allows rapid warming
and increases the rate of decay.

Don’'t over water. A water-soaked

pile will ferment and smell. if this
occurs. uncover the pile and allow it
1o drain and dry. The odor will guickly
5tOp.

Branches and twigs decay siowly.
You may wish to place these in the
city’'s composting bin and oniy work
with grass. plant cuttings and {eaves.
Vegetable matier from meals can also
be added to the pile. but not meat or
fat. They will attract rodents.

As the material decomposes. it
generates heat. It is not uncommon
for the interior of the pile to "steam”
3s ¥ou turn it on a cool day. The heat
speeds decomposition and is essential
for killing weed seeds.

Scoil produced from composting is
extremely rich in ndirients and miner-
als. It can revitalize your garden. Un-
like the garden soil in stores, it is fee.

To learn more about composting
and recycling, attend the free seminar
on March 25 at 7:00P. M. at New City
School Auditorium, Lake and Waterman
avenues.

THE OLDEN

*Tell us abeocut the olden days,” my
grandchildren request. | did not live in
the cevered wagon days, but | do re-
member the horse and buggy.

So many buildings in the Forest
Park Southeast neighboerhood are being
reborn. Last fall, before | wrote about
the 1927 tornado, | walked along
Chouteau Ave. 1o reiresh my memory.
I was particularly interested in the
southwest corner of Chouteau and
Newstead. Imagine my surprise when |
saw flowers and shrubs in the vyard
where horses 1rod years ago.

My father. Harry Lammert, was a
bookkeeper with Blanke ice and Coal
Company, when | was growing up.
Blanke soid ice in the summer and coal
in the winter. The oifice was
cne-story building at 4402 Chouteau.
To the east at 4400 was a Kroger
store and an upstairs apartment. .

in the ice and Coal office where
my father worked. a big desk with a
high stoei stoed in front of a large
plaie giass window on Chouteau. A
black pot-bellied coal stove sat in the
center of the room.

Mr. Bianke was a well-respectad
businessman in the neighberheood and a
familiar sight. He would ride arpund in
his horse and small open buggy. col-
iecting money from pecple who could
not get 1o the cifice 1o pay their biils.
it was the 1820s and 30s and the per-

in the

Dad would never let ug in the
icehouge...He told us¢ in no
uncertain terms to stay out.

sonal touch counted in business.

As bookkeeper, my father had to
check the drivers after they ran their
foutes. Occasionally, he drove if
someone did not show up for work.

The ice was bought in 300 pound
blocks from a large ice plant on Dun-
can and Newstead and then broken
into smaller blecks. The drivers used
farge wagons pulled by horses to de-
iiver the ice. | do not remember how
many drivers Blanke's employed. but |
do remember some of their nicknames:

Young Oscar {Blanke's sonl, Angeli
Brown and his brother, Juggie. The
drivers were popular with the kids,

giving out small chipped pieces of ice
on a hot summer day.

POWER POSITIONS

teady his supporters are aligning be-
hind other candidaies Stof! will pro-
babty detay his official withdrawal
until after the March 31st filing dead-
line. This will force the f{iling 1o be
reopened for five working days. a
move designed to assist the candidate
Stotf supporis

Paoliticians believe that uninformed

volers are more likely 1o voie for
either the first or fast name on the
baliot. These are ithe *power posi-
tons*. The sequence of names on the
ballot is determined by the order in
which candidates file. Because
Stofi’'s candidaie knows Stoff  will

withdraw after the March 31 deadline,
the candidate will wait until filing is
Teopened 1o register. The other candi-

dates will have already filed and
Stoft’'s candidate will be last on the
ballet. This may be why Farmer has

anngunced plans 1o seek office only
*if Stoff does not run®

Farmer is active in the 28th Ward
Democratic organization. &lthough
she may be Schoemehi's candidate,
she does not have everyone's support.
Reportedly, J. P. Roddy declined 1o

poge Ffrve

DAYS By M. Berg

YWhat always interested me most
was the yard at Biake's. The horses
stayed near the alley in a stable.
The large icehouse was clese 1o the
otfice. Dad would never let us in
the ice house. in no uncertain terms,
he told us to stay out. The icehouse
had a very heavy door. Dad propped
the door open with a huge rock
whenever he soid ice. The door was
kept locked at other times. Except
when buying ice, children were not
allowed in the yard, but cccasional-
ly, dad weould give us a short ride on
one of the horses.

The oifice was open until 6:00
P.M. every day and from 8:00 to
12:00 on Sunday in the summer.
Dad worked every Sunday morning.
feeding the horses and seiling ice.
Children would come with small
wagons 1o get ice. it their mother
forgot to place an ice card in the
window 1o indicate she needed a
delivery. Every Sunday my sister
and | came for the small pieces of
ice that could not be scid. We used
it 1o make home-made ice cream in
an oid-tashion, hand-cranked freezer.
Sometimes we .made sirawberry.
sgmetimes peach.

There were large, colourful post-
ers on the 1ail wooden fence and
gate along Chouteau Ave. They
advertised the iatest stage shows at
the American and Orpheum theaters
downtown. My father received free
passes for Saturday matinees. My
sister, Kathryn, and | attended many
af these shows, often sitting in the
front rows. We were only about 10
and 12 vyears old, buit the stresis
were much safer then.

Everything is changed now.
Blanke lice & Coal and the Kroger
store are long gone. The property
had fallen into neglect, but then i1
was bought and renovated by Moyni-
han &Associates, iandscape archi-

tects. The building has been painted
creamy beige. An attractive iron
fence has replaced the wooden one

The inside is com-
My dad’'s office

aleng Chouteau.
pletely remocdeled.

is a sterercom. The Kroger store
and apariment are cifices. 1| can't
help Pbur wonder whati the horses
would think if they could see the
property now.

FROM PAGE 4
endorse her at their first meeting

This means she might lose the 17th
Ward FDR Club’s endorsement.
Roddy decides who the FDR Cilub
endorses. Members do not vote for
or even hear the other candidates

usuatt
Xhhough Roddy is now in the

65th District. he is still attempting
1o determine who will be the state
representative in the 641h. Roddy

may be the reason the 7th precinct
was gerrymandered into the 65th
District Roddy reportedly supports
Barbara Quinn, =2 resident of the
“West End, for state representative.
As with Farmer, Quinn has not filed
and may be waiting until Stoff
withdraws

it both Farmer and Quinn decide
to run, they may wage a war of
nerves 1o see who can wait the iong-
est betfore tiling The winner will be
the last name on the ballot.

A QUESTION NEVER ANSWERED
in the story of Cinderelia, everything
returned 10 its original state at mid-
night, except the glass slipper. Why
did it remain a glass slipper?




EDITORIAL:

By expelling black neighborhoods and
expanding westward, redistricting has
created a white-dominated 17th Ward.
Biack representation in the ward de-
clined from 41% to abour 22%.
Whites are now 64% of the wvorers.
Alderman Roddy endorsed this plan,
thereby reducing the possibility of a

successful black challenger for alder-
man and retaining power for  his
father's declining political machine.

This action calls into question Roddy's
commitment to fairness and racial
eqlality. The westward expahsion sig-
nificantiy incresased the ward's area.
Already-limited funds and services will
be spread even more thinly. Roddy
appears 1o have placed his own inter-
ests above those of the ward.

in December of 1981 African-
Americans were 41% of 1the 17th
Ward's population. By January they
comprised less than 34%. The change
was not from a massive migration, but
redistricting.

Aldermanic President Thomas Villa
proposed and Alderman Roddy endors-
sed the redistricting plan for the 17th
Ward. The plan exchanged black-
dominated McRee Town and Tiffany
neighborhoods for white-dominated
Dog Town. The substitdution elimin-
ated 2214 biacks from the Ward, but
added 2056 whites. The black wvore
declined 1o 32.8% as the white vote
rose 1o 64.1%. The 17th is now a
white-dominated ward. The possibility
of electing black candidates in the
ward has been reduced.

According to black politicians, the
171th Ward is not unique. They see a
conspiracy by the white establishment
in City Hall to concentrate blacks into
s small number of black-dominated
wards and to dilute the black vote in
other wards. These politicians are
challenging Villa's redistricting plan in
court.

Black politicians saw the 17th as
a ward where 3 black alderman could
be elected. They proposed expanding
the ward 10 the south and east 1o en-
compass large numbers of blacks
living on the near SocuthSide By ex-
panding to the west. Villa and Roddy
gave the 17th Ward a larger white
popuiation than at any time in the last
decade.

Alderman Roddy and his father, J.
P. Roddy, say they support racial
equalty, Roddy's endorsement of

Villa's redistricting plan may cause
some to dispute their claim.

Althgugh Roddy's 17th Ward FDR
Demncratic Club occasionally endorses
btack candidates for city-wide otlice,
support of black candidates in ward
elections is rare. Committegwoeman
Toney Robinson is the one exception.

She is Roddy's tcken black ward
otficial. Roddy discourages black
candidates from running. He openiy
opposes them. if they do run. For
64 % White and ; 2 ‘
327 Blach Voters, DU( 5“ g\
Sounds lihe Racial - 1
equalily to me, f g
o ;.-1
ol
|

example, when Gavyilard Wwilliams, a
black lawvyer, tiled as an aldermanic
candidate, Roddy attempied 1o buy him
oft.

Roddy holds the power in the FDR
Club. No candidate may speak at the
meetings without his permission.
Roddy chooses the candidaies the club
endorses. Rarely is 1he candidaie
black. Roddy will support blacks tor
precinct and neighborhood oflice, but
anly 1 they work for him. Roddy is
unwilling 10 share power with blacks
or altow them real leadership in the
ward.

Alderman Roddy claims 10 assist
blacks through his annual Job Fair.
His effor: should be applauded. Some
pecple complain., however, hat his
father reminds them o¢f their jobs at
election time. Apparently. the seniof
Roddy expecis repayment at the ballot
box.

Through menial election-day jobs
and the distribution of food from
church pantries, J.P. Roddy is assured
of a large porvon ol the poor veole,
wehite and black. For years he could
deliver the black voie in the ward.

Recently. McRee and Tilfany be-

came increasingly independent whean

RODDY, RACISM AND THE SEVENTEENTH WARD*

voting. Tittany was now attliuent.
McRee was violent and disorgan-
zed. Reportedly, McRee residents

saw Roddy as doing nothing for
them and began locking for someone
who would. McRee and Tiftany are
no longer in the ward.

Blacks may be indebted to the
alderman‘'s father, but they do not
relate well to the alderman. He is
uneasy around them. Some blacks
tind his attitude condescending. No
doubt, Roddy will teel more at home

with the *hard-working, God-fear-
ing people” of Dog Town.
Before redistricting, J. P. Roddy

feared a charismatic black candi-
date would run against his son.
Roddvy can deliver only about 1700
votes and many of those come from
blacks. A popular black leader
could have swept aside Roddy and
his aging political machine. By rad-
ically shitting the racial balance,
this was avoided, but at a cost to
the 17th Ward neighborhoods.

Each alderman receives an iden-
tical vearly tund to maintain the
ward. In small wards the resources
are sufficient. For large wards, they
are not. Redistricting has increased
the size of the 17th Ward by almaost
a halt, adding miles of streets, side-
walks and alleys, and an increased
demand for services. To win re-
election, Roddy will have to demon-
strate to Dog Town that he can
detiver. The services he delivers
there may be ones taken from here.

Alderman Roddy must take re-

speonsibility for redistricting. He
endorsed it; he voted tor it. Roddy
did not publicty address the
guestion of the radical racial shift

in the ward. He barely mentioned
redistricting at block unit meetings.

Many aldermen voted ftor Villa's
plan, including some black alder-
men, but Roddy did not raise his
voice to even question it was just.
“we must therefore assume he either
agreed with did not
care.

the plan or

Alderman Roddy and his father
may have gained from redistricting.

Blacks and the majority of the
residents ot the 17th Ward have
lost.

FAM

“ Statistics from block and group block data.

ON OUR OWN

By K. Chauife

| DESERVE A BONUS

Will our own JOE P. RODDY ask for s
bonus this year? in 1989 Roddy re-
quested and received the city's largest
bonus, 3$3.240, because collections
from parking tickets substantially in-
creased. In 1988, Roddy's employees
began stesfing from the department.
By the time they were caught three
years later, the city had lost 3t least
3300,000. Roddy knew nothing about
the theft until it was pointed out to
him. NMNow that revenue in the depart-
ment has increased, will Boddy ask for
another bonus or just be satisified he
still has his job?

TOC CROWDED PARK

tf our own METRO MINISTRY has its
way, Rainbow Park will be very crowd-
ed. Metro has pians to renovate the
park and include a site for the Christo-

pher Harris statue, 35000 worth of
play equipment, 8 basketball court, s
volleyball court and a gszebo. |t will

all fit if the statue is changed so he
holds the basketball hoop in one hand

and one end of the volleyball net

the gther.

tn

CHEAPSKATES AND CHEAP GATES

Wwhen our own RENARD BROTHERS
were requesting support for the expan-
sion along Manchester Avenue, 1hey
were happy 10 promise anything. They

saild the parking area would be sur-
rounded by iron ifencing and gales.
Chain link would be limited 1o the
alley. Apparently, the Renards connead
the city into allowing chain link gates
on Manchester Ave., despite their
agreement with the FPSE Housing
Corp. Blitz used wrought iron gates
and looks great. Renard didn't and
looks., well so  Renard. Mg ac-

counting tor 1aste) some people have i1
and some people have chainlink.

LETTERS TO THE EUITOR

Send letters 10 the to the editor 1o

Editor
FPSE NEWS & VIEWS
4420 Arco Avenue
$t. Louis, Mo. 63110

SPAGHETTI DINNER

By R. Sandall

On Saturday Aprilt 4, 1882, Gibson
Heights Presbyterian Church {1075
S, %ay&ori will host its annual Spring
All-You-Can-Eat Spaghetti Dinner
from 4:30 to 7:00. Adult tickets are
$4.00 in advance and $4.50 at the

door. Children under 10 are $2 00.
in addition to spaghetti, there
will be salad, bread, refreshments

Dinner will be served in
Use the Arco Ave.

and desert.
Fellowship Hall.
enterance.

QPENING SOON

MANCHESTER RUGS
AND CARPET

4140 MANCHESTER AWVENUE
{314) 535%-1012

The best in Braid, Rag, Designer
and Oriental Area Rugs.




